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序号 胶卷 号 原文 件 号 文件 拟 目 文件 时 间 


页 码 


001 M101-10 80 C. Seymour 继 其 第 77 号 公文 后 进一步 报告 广州 河 。 1885-7-6 
流域 的 航行 情况 ,表示 两 广 总 督 已 承诺 在 法 国 舰队 
撤离 之 后 ,将 采取 措施 恢复 航行 的 畅通 无 阻 


002 M101-10 附件 A: 两 广 总 督 致 美国 领事 C. Seymour 的 正式 1885-7-3 
答复 的 译文 副本 
003 M101-10 81 C. Seymour 提交 1885 年 第 2 季度 的 账目 和 报告 1885-7-15 
004 M101-10 1 C. Seymour 致 国务 院 第 81 号 公文 的 附件 列表 1885-7-15 
A 
005 MI101-10 82 C. Seymour 报告 法 国 与 中 国之 间 的 和 平 状况 ,同时 1885-7-29 


宣布 广州 河流 域 的 航行 将 很 快 得 以 恢复 。C. 
Seymour 请 求 总 督 履行 他 的 承诺 ,撤去 航行 的 障 
碍 。 附 寄 两 广 总 督 的 公告 


006 MI101-10 附件 :两广 总 督 发 表 的 公告 的 译文 副本 1885-7-26 

007 M101-10 83 C. Seymour 进一步 报告 广州 河流 域 的 洪水 的 详细 1885-7-29 
情况 

008 M101-10 84 C. Seymour 报告 茶叶 摊 假 的 情况 ,并 转送 样品 1885-8-10 

009 M101-10 85 C. Seymour 转送 关于 亚洲 霍乱 情况 的 报告 (一 式 两 份 ) — 1885-8-18 

010 MI101-10 86 C. Seymour 提交 茶叶 摊 假 事件 的 进一步 评论 以 及 1885-8-22 
茶叶 样品 “B” 

011 MlOl-10 87 C. Seymour 报告 基督 徒 在 中 国 受到 迫害 的 情况 ,并 1885-8-22 
提请 国务 院 注意 汕头 领事 代办 Baron 的 工作 。 附 
寄 两 本 小 册子 和 相关 报导 

012 M101-10 附件 :关于 基督 徒 在 中 国 受到 迫害 的 小 册子 ,收录 1885-3 
了 相关 的 文章 ,信件 和 摘要 

013 M101-10 88 C. Seymour 提交 茶叶 掺 假 事 件 的 进一步 评论 以 及 1885-8-27 
茶叶 样品 “E” 

014 M101-10 89 C. Seymour 转送 1885 年 第 3 季度 的 报告 和 账目 1885-10-3 

015 M101-10 90 C. Seymour 报告 外 国 领事 劝 诱 中 国 当 局 清除 广州 1885-11-19 


河流 域 的 航行 障碍 的 联合 行动 ,并 提供 相关 报导 ， 
附 寄 相关 信件 


016 M101-10 附件 全 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1885-8-13 


96 


101 


150 


153 


155 


165 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


017 M101-10 ES AT AEE Rt C. Seymour 的 正式 答复 的 译 1885-8-21 — 167 
文 副 本 
018 M101-10 RHEL .C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1885-11-21 169 


019 M101-10 91 C. Seymour 所 提交 的 1 份 特 别 而 有 趣 的 文件 的 副 1885-11-19 173 
本 ,此 文件 是 关于 支持 铁路 建设 的 中 国 官员 左 宗 党 


的 历史 记录 
020 M101-10 附件 :C. Seymour St James D. Porter 的 信件 1885-11-24 176 
021 M101-10 附件 : 敬 赠 广州 领事 C. Seymour 的 左 宗 党 传记 178 
022 M101-10 92 C. Seymour 提交 广州 领事 馆 的 施工 平面 图 ,提供 — 1885-12-31 188 
相关 的 细节 描述 以 及 领事 馆 的 地 址 
023 M101-10 93 C. Seymour 附 寄 截 至 1885 年 12 月 31 日 的 报告 和 1886-1-7 192 
账目 
024 M101-10 附件 (表格 1) :广州 领事 馆 雇员 表 194 
025 MI101-10 94 C. Seymour 报告 ,领事 法 庭 对 美国 公民 John 1886-1-25 — 195 


Stephey 侵犯 他 人 一 案 进 行 审判 ,并 提供 审判 的 详细 情 
节 以 及 领事 法 庭 的 开支 账目 


026 M101-10 95 C. Seymour 请 求 提 供 1 面 中 等 尺寸 的 美国 国旗 和 1886-1-25 201 
1 张 空白 的 汇票 
027 M101-10 96 C. Seymour 转送 关于 海洋 运输 以 及 海洋 垄断 引起 1886-2-15 203 


抵制 的 报告 。 报 告 提 及 运费 及 其 影响 的 新 情况 , 表 
示 运 输 是 贸易 歧视 的 一 种 


028 M101-10 97 C. Seymour 报告 美国 的 排 华 暴行 已 经 在 广州 引发 1886-3-7 217 
巨大 的 骚动 ,他 担心 中 国人 对 外 国人 进行 报复 。 报 
告 表示 他 已 经 连同 其 他 领事 采取 措施 以 减少 骚动 
带 来 的 破坏 ,并 且 提 供 了 他 与 中 国 驻 美 新 公使 会 见 


的 具体 情况 
029 M101-10 附件 工 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-3-6 233 
030 M101-10 附件 六 :旧金山 发 往 香港 广州、 北京 的 电报 副本 235 
031 M101-10 附件 五 :C Seymour 致 A. Frater 信件 的 副本 1886-2-22 236 
032 M101-10 tac. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-2-22 237 


美国 驻 中 国 广州 领事 馆 领 事 报告 (1790 一 1906) 


033 M101-10 附件 全 ,两广 总 督 致 C. Seymour 的 半 正式 答复 的 译文 。 1886-2-22 。 239 

034 M101-10 附件 二 :两广 总 督 致 C. Seymour 的 半 正 式 答复 的 译文 1886-2-23 240 

035 M101-10 附件 (表格 159011884 年 第 3 季度 广州 领事 馆 的 公 242 
证 记录 副本 

036 MIOI-10 53 C. Seymour 传送 1884 年 第 3 季度 的 报告 和 账目 1884-10-13 246 

037 M101-10 附件 6/F:C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-2-23 248 

038 M101-10 附件 7/G: 两 广 总 督 致 C. Seymour 的 正式 答复 的 1886-2-26 250 
译文 

039 M101-10 附件 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-2-27 252 

040 M101-10 98 C. Seymour 附 寄 两 广 总 督 致 美国 领事 的 公文 译文 1886-3-16 — 254 
和 和 否认 中 国人 的 报复 行为 的 电报 

041 MIOI-10 附件 下 ;两广 总 督 致 美国 领事 C. Seymour 的 正式 1886-3-11 257 
答复 的 译文 副本 

042 M101-10 99 C. Seymour 转送 1886 年 第 1 季度 的 账目 .票据 和 1886-4-6 260 
报告 

043 M101-10 100 C. Seymour 报告 :美国 公使 Denby 访问 广州 ,并 提 1886-4-26 — 262 
供 报纸 的 相关 报道 

044 M101-10 附件 ;香港 ( 疗 刺 沙 西 报 》(The Daily Press) 关 于 欢 1886-4-24 268 
3 sz Jis te se 

045 MI101-10 101 C. Seymour 转送 《 德 臣 报 》(The China Mail) X F 1886-4-29 269 
美国 公使 到 访 广州 的 报导 

046 M101-10 附件 :《 德 臣 报 》 关 于 美国 公使 到 访 广 州 的 报导 1886-4-27 270 

047 M101-10 102 C. Seymour 建议 保护 外 国 居民 及 其 在 中 国 的 利益 。 1886-5-20 — 271 


他 在 报告 中 称 , 为 了 保护 中 国 的 条 约 港口 的 中 立 利 
益 ,需要 各 国 舰队 合作 ,而 这 种 关于 西方 势力 的 最 
好 安排 却 被 一 位 英国 指挥 官 突然 而 无 礼 地 忽视 了 。 
他 还 报告 了 战争 中 美国 所 提供 的 服务 ,并 提供 报纸 
的 相关 报导 


048 M101-10 103 C. Seymour 报告 1886 年 5 月 6 日 中 国 暴民 对 桂平 1886-5-21 289 
(Kwai Ping) 的 传教 十 实施 暴行 。 报 告 称 1 名 中 国 
暴民 焚毁 了 美国 长 老 会 使 团 医 院 , Rev. A. A. 
Fulton 和 家 人 幸免 于 难 , 但 损失 超过 5000 美元 。 
报告 提供 了 这 一 事件 的 详细 情节 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


049 MIOI-10 104 C. Seymour 报告 有 关 保 护 外 国 居 民 及 其 在 中 国 的 1886-6-4 299 
利益 的 措施 ,可 参考 他 的 第 102 号 信件 。 并 附 寄 1 
份 报刊 文章 ,文章 反映 了 时 人 对 利用 战舰 来 保护 中 


国 港口 的 外 国 居民 的 方针 普遍 不 满 

MES MAOT MHLE) The HongKong Telegraph) 159663 302 
增刊 

051 M101-10 105 C. Seymour 转送 1886 年 第 2 季度 的 账目 和 报告 1886-7-2 303 


052 M101-10 106 C. Seymour 报告 两 广 总 督 在 广州 河南 段 水 路 设 1886-7-16 305 
置 障碍 ,目的 是 为 了 将 其 作为 海防 计划 的 一 部 
分 ,同时 表示 在 这 个 问题 上 各 国 公使 馆 之 间 缺 乏 


团结 
053 M101-10 附件 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-7-11 317 
054 M101-10 附件 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1886-7-13 318 
055 MIOI-10 107 C. Seymour 报告 1885 年 中 国 对 炸弹 征收 战争 税 1886-7-17 321 


056 M101-10 108 C. Seymour 提交 广东 和 华南 地 区 的 贸易 年 度 报 1886-8-4 324 
告 ,内容 包 括 : 关 于 中 国 般 板 与 外 国 船只 的 报告 ; 
航行 障碍 报告 ;关于 内 陆运 输 的 报告 ;关于 陆军 
与 海军 ,以 及 国防 的 报告 ;铁路 的 报告 ;中 国 进口 
外 国 商品 的 报告 ;1885 年 中 法 条 约 规定 的 南方 
边境 新 港口 的 报告 ;1885 年 的 洪水 及 影响 的 报 
告 ; 同 业 公 会 的 报告 ;倚靠 本 地 人 的 外 国人 的 报 
告 ; 贸 易 条 目的 报告 ;中 国 制 造 业 的 报告 ;货运 的 
报告 
057 M101-10 109 C. Seymour 表示 已 经 收 到 第 81 号 公文 ,报告 财政 1886-8-18 354 
部 关于 发 货 单 所 要 求 的 规格 ,解释 有 关 各 种 项 目的 
商品 的 费用 分 配 的 困难 


058 M101-10 110 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 对 炸弹 征收 厘 金 税 , 并 询问 第 1886-8-19 — 361 
109 号 公文 中 关于 炸弹 厘 金 税 的 报告 


059 M101-10 111 C. Seymour 请 求 向 财政 部 和 纽约 的 海关 征收 员 汇 1886-8-19 363 


报 对 炸弹 不 征收 厘 金 税 
060 M101-10 112 C. Seymour 提交 有 关 樟 脑 的 报告 1886-9-27 366 
061 M101-10 113 C. Seymour 转送 1886 年 第 3 季度 的 报告 和 账目 1886-10-2 369 
062 M101-10 114 C. Seymour 报告 任命 Loo.Tsu Wha 为 翻译 1886-11-13 371 
063 M101-10 115 C. Seymour 转送 煤油 运输 和 销售 增长 的 报告 1886-11-13 376 


美国 驻 中 国 广州 领事 馆 领 事 报告 (1790 一 1906) 


064 M101-10 116 C. Seymour 报告 领事 馆 位 置 的 情况 。 由 于 领事 馆 。 1886-11-15 391 
的 房屋 和 地 基 的 出 售 ,领事 馆 必须 再 度 迁 移 。 他 向 
国务 院 提交 了 3 个 地 址 并 附 寄 地 图 


065 M101-10 附件 :美国 海军 指挥 官 Hurry Glass 的 报告 394 
066 M101-10 附件 :广州 沙 面 的 地 图 395 
067 M101-10 117 C. Seymour 转送 1886 年 第 4 季度 的 报告 和 账目 1887-1-13 404 
068 M101-10 附件 :广州 领事 馆 雇员 表 1887-12-31 406 
069 M101-10 118 C. Seymour 请 求 提 供需 要 的 办 公用 品 1887-1-15 407 
070 M101-10 119 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 对 煤油 征收 附加 厘 金 税 1887-1-22 409 
071 M101-10 附件 A: 关 于 煤油 的 郑重 声明 1886-11-28 413 
072 M101-10 附件 B: 对 煤油 征收 附加 厘 金 税 的 公告 译文 1886-12-18 416 


073 M101-10 120 C. Seymour 提议 根据 规则 的 第 641 段 指示 ,一 式 四 1887-1-22 — 419 
份 的 发 货 单 中 ,两 份 给 鉴别 的 人 , 另 两 份 应 由 领事 
直接 寄 给 到 达 港 和 进入 港 的 征收 员 

074 M101-10 121 C. Seymour 转送 1887 年 第 1 季度 的 账目 和 报告 ， 1887-4-14 422 
报告 领事 馆 搬迁 并 削减 租金 


075 M101-10 122 C. Seymour 转送 美国 第 1 任 常 驻 中 国 公使 Hil 1887-4-16 425 
Everett 的 墓地 照片 及 描述 


076 M101-10 123 C. Seymour 报告 美国 公民 就 1886 4E 5 A 6 AEH 1887-6-14 428 
平 的 财产 损失 向 中 国 提 出 索赔 。 附 寄 领事 致 两 广 总 督 
的 信件 ,请 求 尽快 支付 赔偿 


077 M101-10 附件 去 :C Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1887-6-8 435 
078 M101-10 附件 二 :两广 总 督 至 C. Seymour 信件 的 副本 1887-8-14 447 


079 M101-10 124 C. Seymour 报告 领事 法 庭 的 费用 ,并 附 费 用 价格 表 — 1887-6-15 448 
080 M101-10 附件 :领事 法 庭 规章 1884-4-23 451 
081 M101-10 附件 :领事 法 庭 的 费用 价格 表 452 


082 M101-10 125 C. Seymour 报告 美国 公民 就 桂平 的 财产 损失 向 中 1887-6-23 455 
国 提出 索赔 。 附 寄 领事 和 两 广 总 督 的 最 近 通 信 ， 
Seymour 表示 从 这 些 信件 中 可 以 看 出 总 督 意图 规 
避 或 者 推迟 事情 的 解决 

083 M101-10 附件 二 ;两广 总 督 致 C. Seymour 的 信件 译文 1887-6-20 458 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


084 M101-10 附件 车 :C. Seymour 致 两 广 总 督 信件 的 副本 1887-6-22 460 

085 M101-10 126 C. Seymour 请 求 休 假 60 R 1887-6-23 462 

086 M101-10 127 C. Seymour 来 信 提 供 某 些 * 贸 易 信 息 ” 的 报告 1887-6-30 465 

087 M101-11 128 C. Seymour 转送 1887 年 第 2 季度 的 账目 和 报告 1887-7-12 482 

088 M101-11 129 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 削 减 对 煤油 征收 的 厘 金 税 1887-7-20 484 

089 M101-11 130 C. Seymour 转送 削减 厘 金 税 的 公告 ,并 报告 中 国 当 1887-7-28 489 
局 有 关 征 税 和 贸易 的 行动 

090 M101-11 附件 区 :削减 厘 金 税 的 公告 译文 1887-7-18 498 

091 M101-11 附件 :煤油 厘 金 税 包 收 者 的 通知 和 揭发 煤油 走私 的 1887-7-18 502 
奖赏 公告 

092 M101-11 131 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 地 方 长 官 发 布 禁 止 蒸汽 拖 船 1887-8-13 — 503 
进入 内 地 的 公告 

Bes MGI 附件 元 :禁止 蒸汽 拖 船 进入 内 地 的 公告 译文 eres 208 

094 M101-11 132 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 海 关 官 员 对 货物 进行 扣押 ,这 1887-8-23 508 


种 行为 制约 了 外 国 商 人 和 对 外 贸易 。 报 告 还 称 被 
扣押 的 货物 已 经 得 到 归还 ,而且 这 一 事实 已 经 通告 


公使 馆 

095 M101-11 附件 :领事 C. Seymour 向 总 督 抗议 这 类 扣押 和 限 1887-8-18 — 511 
制 的 信件 的 副本 

096 M101-11 133 C. Seymour 报告 1884 年 一 1886 年 各 国 在 广州 的 1887-9-14 520 


运输 船只 (活动 的 船只 ) 总 数 , 并 转送 其 统计 表 
097 Ml101-11 134 C. Seymour 报告 中 国 海关 官员 对 外 国 商 人 的 货物 1887-9-14 — 523 
的 扣押 行为 ,以 及 这 种 行为 对 外 国贸 易 的 限制 。 同 
时 报告 也 称 中 国 征收 厘 金 税 的 官员 已 经 不 再 继续 
这 样 的 扣押 和 限制 。 英 国 、 德 国 和 美国 商人 对 此 向 
美国 领事 表示 感谢 


098 MI101-11 135 C. Seymour 报告 Fulton 女士 再 次 被 赶 出 桂平 。 1887-9-15 — 526 
Kerr Fulton 先生 还 留 在 桂平 ,并 努力 促成 1886 年 
5 月 6 日 的 暴行 所 致 损失 的 解决 ,同时 考虑 医院 和 
传教 服务 的 恢复 前 景 

099 M101-11 136 C. Seymour 转送 广州 领事 馆 1887 年 第 3 季度 的 账 1887-10-5 — 529 
目 和 报告 
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100 M101-11 137 C. Seymour 打算 即日 开始 休假 ,并 同意 由 副 领 事 1887-10-8 — 531 


Nye 接管 领事 馆 

101 M101-11 附件 :C. Seymour St Francis Wharton 的 信件 ,请 1887-10-17 534 
求 提供 1 份 沃 顿 (Wharton) 国际 法 摘要 的 副本 ,用 
以 呈 递 两 广 总 督 

102 M101-11 138 C. Seymour 表示 收 到 1887 Æ 9 H 10 AAP PR 1887-10-20 537 


件 。 附 寄 财 政 年 度 的 出 口 报告 
103 M101-11 139 C. Seymour 报告 他 的 休假 结束 ,将 继续 履行 领事 职责 1887-11-29 540 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE Christian Church in China has been so seriously hurt 
by persecutaon during the last few months, that a collection 
of some of the facts in pamphlet form has been deemed 
advisable. It is not intended, however, to leave the impression, 
on the one hand, that the persecutions which the Chinese 
Church has recently suffered are here exhaustively detailed, 
or, on the other, that the Chinese authorities have in every 
case been unwilling to deal justly by the native Christians. 
Nay, as regards this latter point, we could, at the outset, 
gratefully. acknowledge the not infrequent aid rendered by 


- 


local officials in suppressing the outbreaks of petty animosity 
which have so often marked the history of the rising Churches 
in this country. 

At the same time, facts recently recorded in the public 
priuts are in such glaring violation, not only of international 
Treaties, but also of the universal laws of humanity, that the 
republication of some of these, in succinct and summarized 
form, may prove the best means of checking their recurrence. 

The first extract is from an article on “The Political 
Status of Missionaries,” in the March number of The Chinese 
Recorder, by the Rev. T. Richard. The facts alluded to are, 
Mr. Richard says, but ‘‘a few of the instances which have come 
to his knowledge,” and adds, if the cases of persecution 
“which are known to every Legation in Peking, and those 
known to every Consul, and every Missionary, in China, were 
added, we can imagine what a long list we might have.” The- 
succeeding articles would form part of that list. They are 
taken from various publications, and the writers are Mission- 
aries of various nationalities. But besides the testimony of 
Missionaries, we have added a quotation from a letter of the 
China Correspondent of one of the leading London journals, 
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to show that the facts are so notorious that they have noi 
escaped the notice of others not immediately concerned. And 
lest it should be thought that the persecution of Christians is 
wholly limited to the Canton province, or wholly due to the 
present troubles with France, a further extract is appended, 
giving particulars of a continued series of petty persecutions, 
which have been going on for years past in the North. Whether 
our readers will accept the conclusion drawn in the closing 
article, we are unable to say ; but whether they do so or not, 
these conclusions are not hastily arrived at, not unsupported 
by fact, and nót/ drawn from a narrow range of observation. 
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THE POLITICAL STATUS OF MISSIONARIES AND 
NATIVE CHRISTIANS IN CHINA » 


, ht 
BY THE REV. T. E 0f Engl : [S fen n. 


(Extract from an article in the Chinese Recorder, March, 1885.) 


Arter referring at length to the action of the British 
Government in regard to Art. VIII in the Treaty between 
China and Great Britain, which reads as follows:—** The 
Christian religion, as professed by Protestants or Roman 
Catholics, inculcates the practice of virtue, and teaches man to 
do as he would be done by. Persons teaching it or professing 
it, therefore, shall alike be entitled to the protection of the 
Chinese authorities; nor shall any such, peaceably pursuing 
their calling, and not offending against the laws, be persecuted 
or interfered with.” And alluding to the various interpreta. 
tions which have since been put upon that Article, together 
with the famous ‘“ Memorandum of the Tsungli Yamen upon 
the Missionary Question,” which was circulated 8th, February 
1871, he proceeds :一 

* Having dwelt on the Treaty, or British modifications 
of it, and Chinese modifications of it, let us now glance at it in 
action, to see, after 15 years trial of it, if it is as satisfactory 
as the two Governments anticipated. | » 

“There is in China, as in every other country, a nimber 
of people who strive to do good. The so-called pro-foreign 
sarty in China belongs in the main to that number. Some 
X these mandarins and gentry have sacrificed all prospect 
X official preferment, and have braved the brunt of a very 
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powerful public opinion, rather than be a party to blind pre. 
judice. They are kind to missionaries, and just to Christians, 
and long to do good to their country by every means in their 
power. It is to these that we are indebted for the large 
amount of toleration which we have enjoyed in China, such as 
Protestants enjoy in Chihli, Kiangsu, Chekiang and Szch'uen 
provinces, and in the other provinces also, wherever there are 
friendly officials. . For this we desire to record our very grate- 
ful thanks. It shows that freedom to reside in the interior is 
not fraught with as many evils as was once thought. Unfor- 
Yurbiely, howewer, the party which has more prejudice than 
baowledgb about foreign affairs has always been the stronger 
one, and of late this is fast getting everything in its own way. 
The views of this party in regard to Christianity may be 
gathered from the following facts :— 

“1. We begin with the Missionary Circular of the Tsung- 
li Yamén. It assumed that missionaries were bad, and that 
the converts since 1860 were also bad. The eight rules were 
therefore drawn up in order to check their progress. 

“2. Viceroy Li Hung Chang, several years ago, wrote a 
preface to Li Kwei’s travels, in which he calls attention to the 
fact that there were able men in the West, who were not to be 
despised, and so forth. -But that book makes much of the fact 
thatthe Chinese students in America were not allowed to go 
to any places of worship there. _ 

* 8. Viceroy Tséng Kwo Ch'uen, now of Nanking, whilst 
gratefully receiving the bulk of the Famine Relief, through 
the hands of missionaries refused even to see the same mission- 
aries when they went to see him in behalf of those who are now 
suffering for conscience’ sake. 

* 4, Viceroy Chang Tsz Tung, now of Canton, on having 
a petition pat before him to consider measures to prevent 
missionary troubles, never replied to it, but sent instead a 
Commission of three officials to ask the Missionary if he 
would not leave his missionary work and undertake the super- 
intendence of mining and smelting in the province. a 
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“5. Successive Governors in the province of Shantung 
have persistently refused, for years, to punish the leaders of a 
mob attack on a missienary house in the provincial capital. 

“6. The High Commissioner P'eng-ü-lin publishes his 
memorial fo the Throne, for the suppression of Christianity: 
(1) by registration, (2) by having a mark cutside the 
Christian’s door, (3) by having a badge of disgrace on the 
Christian’s clothes. 

* 7. The provincial anthu “ties ^n Canton, we are told, 
issue instructions to those below them in eight characters: 
‘Provoke not the people, delay all cases.’ 

“8. The provincial Chancellor (Huotai) of Shansi instructs 
professors to inform their students that, if they join Chris- 
tianity, they shall have their degrees taken away. 

“9. A Taotai in Shansi, when a complaint was made of 
a degree being taken away from a man for being a Christian, 
wrote in reply that such talk grated on his ears. 

“10. The prefect of Tehnghan-fu, in Hupeh, tried to get 
a missionary out of the city, but finding it difficult to do so 
by ordinary measures, took advantage of the examinations 
and issued the two following subjects to the candidates to 
write about :— ` 

“ (a) That which the people desire I desire. 
* (b) Drive out all heresies. 

* 11, The Prefect of Tsingchow-fu, in Shantung, encour- 
aged the people to oppose missionaries, by threatening to 
dismissf rom his service those who would continue to visit the 
missionary. . m 

“12. Magistrates in Kwangtung, Fokien, Hupeh, Shan- 
tung, and Shansi provinces, have taken a variety of means to 
oppose Christians. Bome have issued proclamations against 
Christians, some have been present at mob attacks on Christian , 
houses, have suggested burning of houses when the mob had“ 
only thrown stones, have issued warrants against Christians on 
false complaints, have not punished their opponents for real 

^charges, and known to them to be so, but let them go quita 
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free. They have exacted promises from the people to insult 
the first foreigners that come by. When attempts are made 
on the lives of missionaries, no punishment, so far as we know, 
was administered. It is almost the universal rule to beat and 
imprison any landlord, or middleman, who will dare to rent a 
house to the missionaries in the interior. 
“13. A book of cases of persecutions published for the 
guidance of officials as precedents. l 
“ These are a few of the instances which have come to the 
knowledge of the writer. If those known to every Legation in 
Peking, and those known to every Consul and every Missionary 
in China were added, we can imagine what a long list we might 
have. Result of this course :一 
“The most marked, perhaps, is what -followed-on the 
publication of Commissioner P'eng's Memorial, when eighteen 
Protestant chapels were either destroyed or robbed within a 
few weeks afterwards. Missionaries in Kwangtung, Shantung, 
Shensi, Honan, Hupeh, and Kweichow, have been compelled 
to leave some of their stations. Some have been violently 
attacked, native Christians are attacked with clubs and 
swords, robbed of their property and their clothes. They are 
also driven out of their houses and villages, and subjected to 
endless annoyances and cruel privations. Their women we are 
told are subjected to worse indignities. An eye-witness told us 
that it was quite common to see soldiers in Canton firing their 
guns in the chapel doors in passing. He saw a soldier malici- 
ously stepping up behind a missionary, drawing his sword, 
and making the motion of cutting his head off. The ordinary 
insulting names have now given way to another which is com- 
mon in the street “Ta,” “Killhim!” It will be a mistake 
to think that this opposition all arises out of the proximity of 
Canton to Annam. Early this spring, the cry to exterminate 
was used by one of the Chinese Magistrates in Shantung, and 
reported to Peking. As for native Christians both in Shan- 
tung and Kwangtung, Magistrates have refused to consider 
their petitions. In Kwangtung there was a refusal, even after. 
the Foreign Consul requested their case to be attended to." 
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That the cases so briefly alluded to in the above article 
may be made more intelligible to our readers, we reprint, in 
full, anartitle by the Rev. Dr. Graves, of Canton, an American 
Missionary; entitled’ “ Persecution in Kwangtung,” from The 
Chinese Reorder, Nov.-Dec. 1884, and further particulars from 
the pens of both English and German Missionaries. 


PERSECUTION IN KWANGTUNG. 
Arpt te poft) 

Zak CTA eLA cec 

“ The, — of 1884 will be memorable in ie history of 
Christianity in China, on account of the wave of anti-Christian . 
and anti-foreign excitement which swept over the province of — 
Kwangtung. In the course of a few weeks 18 Protestant 
chapels were destroyed or robbed. The degree of violence 
which they suffered varied from simple robbery of the clothes, 
&c., of the preacher to the total destruction of the furniture 
and building and the robbery and maltreatment of the native 
Christians in general. I make no allusion to the violence done 
to Roman Catholic chapels, as the priests in this province are 
French, and it is not strange that the people should vent their 
indignation against France for her unjustifiable demands and 
violence, by reprisals on French property, and abuse of those 
connected with the French. 

er Speaking, then, only of Protestant chapels, the different 
nationalities and various Missions represented here all came in 
for & share in the losses. 10 chapels interfered with by the 
heathen were American, 7 were English, and 1 was German. 
5 were connected with the American Presbyterian Mission ; 1 
with the “English Presbyterian ; 8 with the English Wesleyan; 
2 with the London Mission; 1 with the English Church 
Mission; 4 with the Americar Baptists (2 at Canton at 2 at 
Swatow); 1 with the American Congregational Mission, and 
4 with the German Berlin Mission. Several of these were 
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near Swatow and the rest were in the vicinity of Canton. In 
Canton city the chapels were threatened, and saved only by 
ife active efforts of the Consuls, who procured proclamations 
from the Chinese authorities. For two months the chapels 
were closed and there was río public preaching to the heathen. 
The Missionaries and other foreigners could not even venture 
on the streets, so great was the hatred toward all foreigners. At 
the instigation of the Chinese Mail, a rabid native newspaper 
in Hongkong, several of the Tartar soldiers Were imprisoned 
simply for the crime of being Christians, and were released 
only through the efforts of the American Consul. 

Our girls’ schools, of which there are many in Canton, 
were almost all closed, through parents withdrawing their 
ghildren and landlords refusing to rent their houses for Chris- 
fian schools. In the country, several places rented as chapels 
fere also resumed by the landlords who feared mob violence 
io their property. Colporteurs could find no sale for their 
Books, and met with nothing but abuse. "Thus all forms of 
Christian work among the heathen were suspended. Under- 
lings from the Yaméns arrested the Christians and extorted 
money from them or threatened them with the direct punish- 
ments. Converts were beaten, and the clothes stripped off even 
of the women. (At Shinhing they were decent enough to 
bring a female along to take the dresses off the women.) Not 
only were chapels attacked, but the private dwellings and 
shops of the Christians were also mobbed, and their contents 
‘destroyed or stolen. 

What were the Chinese Mandarins doing while these 
things were going on? Generally speaking, nothing. No arrests 
of rioters were made, no underlings were dismissed, no stolen 
property restored. In some cases, at the importunity of the 
Christians for help, impotent proclamations were posted up. 
At Shinhing, after one chapel had been destroyed, the District 
Magistrate sent a guard to protect one within the city walls, 
and put out a good proclamation, but his efforts were hindered 
by his superior, the Department Magistrate. At Poklo thr . 
District Magistrate has been an honorable exception, as he 


109 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


(7) 


has, since the riot, arrested and punished some of the leading 
rioters, restored some of the stolen property, and offered some 
indemnity for the chapel destroyed. At Fatshan the authori- 
ties afforded Dr. Wenyon protection, but said they dared not 
arrest the rioters. They have since promised to rebuild one of 
the chapels demolished. On the other hand the Tsingluen 
Magistrate put out a proclamation stating that the American 
chapel belonged to the French and sat by in his chaif while 
the rioting was going on, making no effort to check it as long 
as the houses of the heathen were not interfered with. The 
only help hé afforded the Christians was to send some of them 
away in a boat after their houses had been destroyed, their 
property stolen, and they themselves, even old men and 
women, beaten and stripped of their clothes. It is stated on 
good authority that the secret instructions sent by the Provin- 
cial authorities to all the Districts were couched in eight 
characters.“ Provoke not the people: Delay all cases." This 
policy has certainly been carried out to the letter, as no efforts 
were made to check the violence of the mob, and the Christians 
were snubbed whenever they made complaints. The cases of 
restitution alluded to above have been since the riots were 
over. The Chinese Authorities were generally powerless, or 
unwilling to do anything to check this mob violence. In most 
cases a little display of authority would have nipped the 
trouble in the bud, but prompéness is not a virtue of Chinese 
mandarins and they prefer to feel their way along. 

This craze of hostility was directed not only against 
Christianity but also against everything that was foreign, and 
at the same time beneficial. Native drug stores which sold 
foreign medicines, physicians who had received a training in 
western medicine, surgery, and dentistry were also objects of 
the hatred of the mob. Since the riots these practitioners, 
even though heathen, have lost almost all their patients. 
Those who pandered to the vices of the people by selling opium 
from Hongkong, and lottery tickets from Macao incurred 
bewever no danger from the rioters. Thus though this out- 
break was anti-foreign, it was also an uprising against the true 
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and the good. Satanic malica was at the bottom of the whole 
movement. 

Causus.—If we seek for the causes of this outburst of 
popular violence they are not hard to discover. Nor does the 
blame attach exclusively to the Chinese, but fairness obliges 
us to say that we have suffered through the faults of men from 
beyond the ocean, as well as those of the people of the Central 
Kingdom. 

It is undeniable that there. is strong feeling of race-hatred 
among: the Cantonese against Occidentals. This is not pecu- 
liar to-them.thought it may exist in a more virulent form. We 
see the same in India and elsewhere.  Asiatics differ from 
Europeans in their customs, habits, prejudices, and modes ot 
thought as much as they do in dress. Both think themselves 
superiorin the points on which they pride themselves. This 
self-conceit is a prominent trait in the Chinese character. As 
Canton has been the point of contact with Europeans for so 
many geherations this race-conceit is synonymous with patri- 
otism with. the scholars and masses. 

It must be admitted too that the conduct of foreigners 
has not always tended to remove this feeling from the minds 
even of the more thoughful and better disposed. They see in 
the men of the West examples of the triumph of force, and the 
benefits of material civilization, but also they see instances of 
moral degradation. Commerce brings many evils in its train. 
A seaport frequented by the ships of all nations is too often a 
moral cesspool. Then, the moral sense of the better class of 
minds has been shocked by the opium trade, the coolie traffic 
and the legalized gambling and piracy of Hongkong aud 
Macao. These two ports ab either side of the Lintin bay havo 
been the outposts of immorality im the eyes of the Chinese. 
The traffic in opium, with all its ramifications, smuggling, 
bribery, and the sapping of the strength of youth and stealing 
away the savings of the family has its center in Hongkong. 
Maccao is identified with piracy, coolio kidnapping, and legal- 
ized gambling. What was the introduction of the foreigner 
to Swatow? Asa dealer in opium and coolie. Is it surprising 


111 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


(9) 


then that the popular estimate ef the foreigner is low in the 
eyes of the Cantonese? I do net mean that the influence of 
foreigners has been altogether injurious. It is not the fact. 
But human nature is such that it emphasizes the objectionable 
points in an enemy or a rival, and overlooks the favorable ones. 
Especially is this the case in times of popular excitement. 

The Hongkong Chinese Press has :a bad. influence. It 
generally merely caters to the tastes and prejudices of its 
patrons. Reveling in a freedom which it could never enjoy in 
China itself, it has abused the protection of a Christian govern- 
ment to excite its readers against foreigners, and against 
Christianity. So grcat has been the abuse that the Govern- 
ment of Hongkong had to summon the editors of two principal 
sheets to trial before the court. But we never hear of a 
Chinese newspaper losing any subscribers because of its 
obscene contents, or on account of its inciting to assassination 
or murder. The general influence of these papers is anti- 
foreign, and anti-Christian. Not only have their false news 
and skilfully concocted telegrams mislead the people, but they 
have covertly encouraged the people, or even more openly 
incited them to destroy Christian chapels and persecute the 
native Christians. 

The killing of an innocent Chinese boy by the Englishman 
Logan in a drunken spree, and the troubles culminating in the 
riot of 1883 so stirred up the hearts of the people that the 
feeling of exasperation against foreigners has not died away 
yet. This was another cause of the outburst of anti-foreign 
violence in September 1884. 

The pretensions of the Roman Catholics have done much to 
prejudice the Chinese against Christianity. The priests assume 
the privileges of official rank, often claiming the right of 
visiting mandarins as peers, sometimes putting up lanterns at 
their doors with official titles, and resorting to various devices to 
give themselves an official satus, and so to gain an influence 
among the people. This of course provokes the jealousy of the 
Mandarins and gentry. Then they have claimed the privilege 
of sanctuary for their churches, and have claimed protection 
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over native converts, rescuing them from the power of the civil 
law. While this right of asylum here, as when exercised in the 
middle ages, may often defend the persecuted Christian from 
oppression, if also now, as then, sometimes gives shelter to the 
guilty. Hence the Chinese officials complain that the Christian 
Churches become refuges for men who refuse to pay their taxes, 
and are even guilty of crime. It is commonly repoted that a 
man in Canton for whose arrest a reward of $1000 was offered, 
joined the Roman Catholics and the priests said, ‘ You cannot 
touch him, -he is one of our people.” The native priests are said 
"to be quite overbearing in claiming access to the mandarins. 
Nor has this been entirely confined to the Roman Catholics, but 
native preachers connected with Protestant Missions are also 
charged with demanding admission into the presence of the local 
officials, and presuming on their connection with foreigners to 
claim civil privileges. There is often a good excuse for these 
things, as they are seeking to defend their fellow converts from 
the unjust oppression, and persecution of the heathen, and as 
the. underlings throw every obstacle in the way of obtaining 
justice, they are tempted to claim as a privilege what they 
should seek as a favor. Still, all these things excite the ruling 
classes against Christianity. The scribes and Pharisees were 
not more jealous for the old order of things, than are the gentry 
and officials of China. 

The hostilities with France certainly had much to do with 
the excitment. The unjustifiable conduct of this European 
Power provoked the people to the last degree, and especially 
reports that the French were about to attack Canton. That the 
Cantonese should be more irritated than the Chinese elsewhere 
is not strange. The proximity of the Two Kwang to Annam, the 
fact that many of the soldiers sent there were quartered in Canton, 
the exciting editorials of the Hongkong Chinese newspapers—all 
these things tended to kindle the hearts of the naturally 
turbulent populace here. It is noteworthy that though Foochow 
suffered so much, there was no outbreak against Chrstianity 
there, no chapels were attacked, and no native \Christians 
suffered. 
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But the main cause of this outbreak of fanaticism was the 
conduct of the Chinese high officials. This certainly was the 
immediate cause. We went into the city to our chapel as usual. 
on August 29th, and found the people no worse than for days 
before. : The next day a faithful Christian coolie came to us and 
begged us not to venture into the streets on Sunday the 31st, as 
the people were leaping for joy over proclamations from the high 
officials, the Imperial High Commissioner, P'ang Yw Ef, and 
the Viceroy, and Governor, and Ex-Viceroy. These papers 
offered rewards varying from $5000 for the apprehension of the 
enemies of the Emperor. A final clause stated that this meant 
the French and their abettors among the Chinese and Annamese. 
But the proclamations were sold about the streets, and published 
in the Hongkong papers, I understand, with this clause omitted. 
The popular interpretation and that cried out by the news-sellers 

^ was ' $100 for a foreigner and $50 for a native Christian." An 
appeal had thus been made by the authorities to the strongest 
passions that rule in the breast of the Chinese mob, love of 
money and hatred of the foreigner. The news spread like 
wildfire. In a few days chapels at Fatshan, Shinhing Tsing- 
yuen, Sanhi, Skeklung and elsewhere were demolished or robbed. 
The Roman Catholics were attacked and Protestants robbed. 
The authorities generaily took no means to check the violence 
of the people, except sometimes to put out proclamations 
advising the people not to be riotous. There were one or two 
honorable exceptions. In Canton itself the Consuls protested 
earnestly and the Chinese Authorities put out a few feeble 
proclamations in a few obscure places, but not at the city gates 
where their proclamations are usually posted. On September 
4th, a short proclamation protecting our dwellings chapels and 
schools. was given to the Consuls. By September 14th, the 
Consuls had brought sufficient pressure to bear on the man- 
darins to lead them to issue a very good proclamation. These 
papers however were sent only to the Consuls for distribution 
to the Missionaries, to be posted at our chapels and schools 
“and were not posted wp at the city gates or elsewhere by the 
Chinese officials. 
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There seems very little doubt as to the animus of the 
Chinese officials, especially of P'ang Yu Lin the High Commis- 
1 He was well known for his anti-Christian proclivities. 
At his first arrival last year the heathen party were rejoiced, and 
reports were at once circulated that Christianity was to be 
suppressed. He issued a rabid proclamation which excited thé 
people very much in which he said that China would not hold 
herself responsible for any losses which might ensue from the 
destruction of buildings belonging to foreigners by popular 
violence. This of course was construed by the mob as a per- 
mission to destroy chapels &c.- This proclamation was suspended 
at the yamen and sold about the streets, but excited the people 
so much that it was disavowed, and not posted at the city gates. 
After the conclusion of the Li-Fournier treaty, Commissioner 
P'ang sent a memorial to Peking protesting against the peace- 
policy, and givitrg five reasons for war, and five recommendations 
to the Throne. . In one of these he speaks of chapels as the 
“Heavenly Lord's devil halls" and does not hesitate to recom- 
mend their destruction and the massacre of the priests and 
native converts. 

On July 16th, he sent the following memorial to the 
Empress, among other recommendations for the government of 
the Kwangtung province. 

“A distinction must be made between Christians and the 
(loyal) people. Since the Treaties have permitted foreigners 
from the West to spread their doctrines the morals of the people 
have been greatly injured. A number of loafers and needy 
people have been enticed into the churches through their desire 
for trifling gains; these have thus become a refuge for those 
who have escaped (the clutches of the law). In consequence 
of these ruffians and rascals being in the churches the local 
authorities cannot exercise control over them. Thus quarvels 
arise, and chapels are burnt and destroyed, and numerous 
evils ensue. , 

“Since we cannot now prevent men from joining the 
churches, we beg. a clear permission to accomplish our ends by 
secret means. 
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(1.) That a register be made of all the Christians. 

(2.) That all the Department and District Magistrates 
nail up on the front doors of the Christian's houses sign-boards 
on which “* Christian ”is written. 

(3.) That all Christians be required to wear a different 
dress (from other people) that they be required to wear jackets 
only, and not be permitted to dress in long coats, in order that 
they may be exposed to ridicule and detestation, and/so~ their 
proselyting may be checked, and their teachers may stop their 
preaching. Since they wall exhort men to join’ their churches, 
those who join them should be distinguished from others. If 
men who have already joined them will not observe these 
regulations, this shows that they are ashamed of their religion, 
and if they are ashamed of their religion, the western teachers 
will not have anything to do with them. 

“Tf the Christians have no distinctive badge they cannot 
be distinguished from the rest of the populace, and the officers . 
will not be obliged to protect them. They should therefore 
all be registered that they may be held up to secret ridicule; 
have signs on their houses that they may be openly distin- 
guished ; and have distinctive clothes that they may be every- 
where known. Those who would profess to be Christians 
before their teachers and deny it before the public would prove 
themselves the most odious of men, and would be a reproach 
to their Western teachers. Surely they would be proud of 
such Christians ! 

* By throwing these hindrances in their way they will 
have nothing to say. If this plan be adopted the Christians 
cannot scatter abroad their cheating, shameful doctrines; those. 
who have not yet joined them will not readily make the trial, 
and the mandarins will be able to know how many have 
already joined the Christians. 

“Your servant Yu Lin earnestly urges that this method. 
be adopted in all the provinces, but it ought to be begun in 
the Two Kwang. I beg that orders may be given to the 

"/Vicaroy and Governors to command the Department and 
District Magistrates everywhere to have a number of sign- 
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boards prepared. By this plan this craze will die out. As to 
the teachers, they should not be permitted to interfere on 
behalf of any who have lawsuits or dre imprisoned. 

“The treaty of Tientsin is known in all the Departments 
and Districts, and the officials are therefore afraid of getting 
into trouble, therefore they are patiently waiting for a change, 
as they cannot themselves move in this matter. 

These being sentiments of the Imperial commissioner, 
the other officials generally took their cue from him. The 
mandarins bowed to the popular gale, formed by themselves. 
Even in the proclamations put out under foreign pressure the 
animus was perceptible to all who could read between the 
lines. Thus after the private proclamation of September 12th, 
had been distributed to the chapels, the Provincial Judge 
issued a public proclamation in sentences of four characters 
intended to be read by the people and posted everywhere like 
à placard. While urging the people to desist from violence ho 
says :一 

“ As to tbe foolish men who have joined the churches, 
They are also our subjects. 
If they return and repent 
They will be permitted to purge themselves. 
As to how their matters will be settled. 
The officers will hold the balances justly.” 

Thus the Christians are spoken of just as if they wero 
rebels against the Government. It may be said that this applies 
only to the Catholics, as the French are alluded toin a preced- 
ing line, but the people make no such distinction, nor do the 
mandarins in their proclamations make any such distinction. 
Zk EK, kiau min, is intended to embrace all Christians both 
Protestants and Romanists. There is very little doubt but 
that this document was meant to counteract any favorable 
impresssion toward Christianity that might have been produced 
by that of September 12th. 

So evident was it that the proclamation of August 3th, 
had caused the riots that one of the Consuls, at least, plainly 
told the Viceroy so, and the Chinese generally admit that the 
issuing of this paper was a grave mistake. 
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There can be no excuse for the Chinese acting as they 
did. Whatever feeling they might have against foreigners for 
debauching the people with opium and lottery tickets, they 
know that the Protestant missionaries in their daily preaching 
condemn these things. They know that in the days of coolie 
kidnapping we circulated tracts warning the people against 
the snares of the kidnapper, and that publicly and privately we 
denounced the coolie traffic. They know that our hospitals 
and dispensaries have been opened for years, giving relief to 
the sick and suffering. They know that Protestant clturches 
have never knowingly shielded any one from the power of the 
civil law, and that very rarely, and then only through some 
mistake, have we ever interfered in any law suit—only 
when we thought, at least, that the man was unjustly accused 
on account of his attachment to Christianity. Even then 
there has been no arrogant assumption of power, but only a 
request that justice might be done. The mandarins know well 
enough that. Romanism and Protestantism are different, and 
propagated by men of different nationalities, —that while 
French, Spaniards and Italians spread Romanism, there are 
no American, English or German priests working among the 
Chinese. The simple fact is that the old, conservative spirit 
leads the Chinese to be jealous of any foreign influence, 
except that which increases the military strength, and the 
material wealth, and that which panders to the self-indulgence 
of the people. 

So much for the causes of these lamentable occurrences. 
What can be done to prevent a recurrence of such things in 
the future ? 

REMEDIES:—À s to the popular animosity to men from the 
West, we can try to remove it more and more by presenting 
the benevolent and moral side of our Western civilization. 
We must try to remove the dense cloud of darkness from yhe- 
minds of the people; by our public preaching, by ihe distribu- 
tion of the printed page, by our schools, and by our hospitals 
And dispensaries; and by our prayers we must seek God's 
power to renew their hearts. l 
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As to the Hongkong native press, some check should be 
put upon its license. It is not right that Chinese should abuse 
their freedom under the British flag to stir up anti-foreign and 
anti-Christian riots on themain land. While the influence of 
these papers may not stir up any overt attacks where English 
law holds the people in check, as in Hongkong, the effect is 
far different where this pressuré is removed. It is not right 
that these men, under the cover of British law in the colony, 
should send their missiles of riot and disorder among the 
inflammable masses of China. 

The most potent cause of these troubles, and the one most 
difficult to remove, is the opposition of the ruling classes. 
This seems to be more marked in Canton than in some other 
parts of China. Here it is unmistakable. The mandarins 
know that, while the provisions of the treaties relating to 
diplomatic and commercial intercourse will be enforced, those 
relating to Christianity may be easily evaded. They know 
that no Protestant power will go to war with China or bring 
any great pressure to bear upon her for the sake of the Chris- 
tian religion. Protestant Missionaries themselves would rather 
lose all their chapels and property than have their religion 
forced upon a people at the point of the sword. The Chinese 
officials, knowing these things, try by every secret means and 
all kinds of cunning duplicity to restrict the progress of Chris- 
tianity. We have too many proofs of this to permit any doubt. 
By their treatment of the native Christians, and of those who 
would rent houses in the interior for residences of foreigners, 
and for chapels, they show what their feeling is. This has 
been manifest at Ngchow, at Liachow, in the neighborhood of 
Swatow, and in other places. If the native Christians go to 
their own authorities, the mandarins too often say: ‘ You 
belong to the foreigners; go to the Consul if you want to; we 
will have nothing to do with your case.” If they go to the 
Consuls they are frequently informed that foreign govern- 
ments have not proposed to establish a protectorate over 
Chinese Christians. What is to be done? The Chinese 
Government, under the existing treaties, guarantees protection 
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to native Christians. The mandarins ignore these treaty 
obligations. Whois to call unt? Then, wh 
does “ protection" imply? Christians are beaten, their houses 
Soe down over the heads their property is carried off 
openly, runners from the mandarin’s yamén extdrt money from 
them, the mandarin puts out a proclamation advising the 
people to be quiet, and says he has afforded *' protection.” He 
sends some,of the impoverished, houseless ones away in a boat, 
with the charge “ never let me see you back here again.” Is 
this protection? Are native Christians entitled to any com- 
pensation for their losses? At present all is uncertain. A 
striking instance has occurred here. The London Mission 
chapel at Fatshan was destroyed by a mob in 1871, and at the 
same time à house next door, belonging to one of the native 
Christians, was looted and injured. The Consul then claimed 
and obtained indemnity for the losses of the Chinaman. The 
game history has been repeated this year; and the Consul takes 
the.view that the Chinaman has no claim that he can entertain. 
Which was right? Let us understand what protection means 
and how it is to be enforced. 

(1.) I would suggest, then, that on the revision of the 
treaties something definite may be stated that there may be a 
uniformity of action. I mean legal action. Of course, some- 
times moral means may be used and a case be done as a favor 
to a friendly Consul. What we want to know is, and what the 
Chinese Christians ought to know is, just where we stand. 

(2.) The status of Chinese Christians should be clearly 
defined. They should not be treated and spoken of by the 
officials as though they are aliens or offenders, nor, on the 
other hand, should they be allowed to claim any exemption or 
privilege on account of their religion. (Of course, this does 
not refer tø exemptions from idolatrous taxes, which are mot 
governmental.) The two things go together. The native 
Christians are simply loyal Chinese subjects. 

(8.) Let the attention of the Chinese Government be called 
£o the fact of the distinction between Romanism and Prote- 
stantism. If the French priests take political and civil 
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offenders under the protection of the church, let the repre- 
sentatives of the three great Protestant Powers who have 
Missionaries in China assure the Chinese Government that 
such is not the desire or practice of the Protestant churches. 
All that we desire is liberty to proclaim the teachings of the 
Bible, and that those who of their own free will accept these 
teachings be treated as loyal Chinese subjects with all the 
responsibilities and privileges of their fellow subjects—that a 
Christian be treated just as a Mohamedan or a worshiper of 
Buddhist or Tauist idols. 

Finally, I would warmly second Mr. Richard’s suggestion 
as to forming a China Branch of the Evangelical Alliance. 
Putting aside minor differences, let us unite to try to obtain 
religious liberty. By union with the European and American 
Branches we may be able to call the attention of the various 
nationalities to flagrant cases of persecution and to bring the 
moral pressure of the civilized world to bear upon a heathen 
Government which, if inclined to do right, is so often thwarted 
by the conduct of its officials. 

Let us hope that, by the blessing of Him who from. “ evil 
still educes good,” great good may yet come from these fiery 


trials. 
—4995—9 OMM 


VI. THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN CANTON CHINA. 
BY THE REV. T. W. PEARCE Missin 
The following account, from the pen of an English Mis- 
sionary, will be fonnd corroborative of the preceding in many 
points. It is taken from The Chronicle of the London Missionary 
Society, December 1884 :一 
Affairs at Canton appear to be slightly more settled just 
now (September 17th) than they were a fortnight ago.  Pro- 
clamations issued by the highest native authorities have had 
the effect of keeping the people in check. Still, we have 
much cause to regret that this judicious and highly necessary 
policy of restraint was not sooner adopted. The past fort» 
night has witnessed many disturbances and risings on the part 
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of the tarbulent populace, who have given vent to their feelings 
of enmity against foreigners. 

Our chapel at Fatshan, together with the English 
Wesleyan building in that town, ‘was the first to suffer from 
mob violence. This occurred on the second day of the present 
month (September). Since that date eight other Protestant 
chapels have been wholly or partially destroyed. 

One was situated at Shek Lung, a large town half-way on 
the road to Poklo. This Shek Lung Chapel belonged to the 
American Presbyterian Mission, which has also lost two others 
—one at San Ui, and the third at Chuk Liu. The Wesleyans 
have had two chapels wrecked, besides the one in Fatshan ; 
whilst the Baptists have suffered to the same extent. 

Persecution of the Christians continues in spite of stern 
official prohibitions addressed to the persecutors. 

Many of our brethren have been compelled to leave Canton 
and Fatshan for the reason that heathen landlords "are not 
permit them to occupy houses in either town. 

Some of the Christians, with reason, considered themselves 
exposed to personal danger. Their houses were constantly 
threatened, and themselves not unfrequently assailed in passing 
through the streets. Several have suffered in estate and one 
in person from injuries inflicted by rioters when looting his 
house. To be a Christian is to be the object of everybody’s 
ridicule and*anfamy. 

The heathen think, or profess to believe, that the real 
desire of their mandarins is to take advantage of the present 
quarrel with France to expel all foreigners ; and especially the 
foreign teachers of Christianity, with their native converts and 
disciples. The consequence of this widespread feeling is that; 
the Christians are often in bodily fear; and it is no wonder 
that those who could do so have fled to find, if possiblg;-a-quiet 
refuge in Hongkong, Macao, or some far-off village, which 
excited party feeling has not reached, and where heathen 
malice is not likely to follow them. 

Our Sunday congregations are small, and we cannot yet 
resume daily preaching. The conduct of the native sasistants 
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is praiseworthy. Young has kept at his poat in Fatshan, and, 
by so doing, has much encouraged and conforted the brethren, 
The Fatshan Church still meets for worship in the missionary 
hospital belonging to the Wesleyans, which was not attacked 
by the rioters. Hung, at Kai Han, has been ordered by the 
local officials to remove with his family from the town; but 
this attempt to put a stop to our work there has been success- 
fully resisted; and in Tsung Fa there are riots. | 

In Poklo the people, though riotously disposed, have not 
attacked the chapels; but Ng, the preacher in Poklo city, has 
removed by the advice of the magistrate to a dwelling-house 
at some distance from the chapel building. As regards the 
chapels in Canton, that on Sha Ki, opposite the foreign settle- 
ment, is safe, and special measures have been taken to protect 
the building in the Eighth Ward. 

We all think that the worst siitin of feeling has 
passed, and that the fury of the people, like the force of the 
recent typhoon, will soon be over, giving place to quieter times, 
and a better state of feeling. 

It should be added that Dr. Chalmers is kindly taking 
steps to raise a small fund in Hongkong, to be applied to the 
relief of sufferers in extreme instances of loss and destitution. 

Since my last letter was written, there have been fewer 
riotous demonstrations against the native Christians in and 
around Canton, though the state of things still leaves much to 
be desired. During the last six days reports have been sent 
in of acts of oppression, violence and robbery, done to indivi- 
duals among the brethren at various places; but there is no 
instance of a chapel wrecked or looted. We may, perhaps, 
therefore, now hope that the acts of lawlessness which have 
continued so long will be stopped. 

I am sorry to report that on the 19th of September one 
of our Poklo chapels, that at Tei.Mi, was set upon by rioters. 
These left the walls for the most part standing unbroken, but 
the roof and all the wood-work of the building is entirely 
demolished, and the fittings and furniture have been either 
broken up or looted. | 


123 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


(fi) 


Ng, the Poklo preacher, has been in correspondence with 
me on the subject, and from him it appears that Tsi, the 
Tai Mi evangelist, was at the village of Li Tsun when the riot 
at Tai Mi took place. . The villages are a considerable distance 
apart, and Tsi had crossed to Li Tsun to console! some of the 
brethren there whose houses had been entered and robbed. 
He had taken with him a copy of the proclamation issued a 
few days previously by the Viceroy and Government of the 
province, the object of which is to protect Christians. Tsi had 
already come half the distance on his way back to Tai Mi, 
when news of the riot and wrecking of the chapel was brought 
to him. Having learned what had taken place he returned to 
Poklo city by another way. 

The day after it had transpired the occurrence was duly 
reported to the Poklo District Magistrate, and the next morning 
police and soldiers were despatched to Tai Mi. A mandate 
was also promptly issued, requiring the gentry to arrest rioters 
aud protect converts. 

We are grateful for this display of energy on the part of 
the Poklo Magistrate. His conduct contrasts favourably with 
that of the high mandarins in Canton, and the local officials in 
other disturbed country districts. 

In addition to the wrecking of Tai Mi Chapel, several of 
the Christians sustained serious losses, being robbed of nearly 
all they possessed. I have counted thirteen families in six 
different villages of the Poklo district whose houses have been 
forcibly entered and ransacked. 

The authorities concerned promise restitution, and assure 
us that the chapel will be speedily built up again. It remains 
to be seen what steps they will take to repair the injuries done. 
Ng Sinshang assures me that the district is now quiet, and 
that no further violence is to be feared. Elsewhere there aro 
indications that the evil-disposed people are not satisfied with 
the mischief already occasioned, and will do even worse things 
if not kept under strict restraint 

The following incident will speak for itself. The gentry 
and responsible heads of a township called Yan Chan Po, 
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which comprises twelve villages, all lying together outside the 
western suburbs of Canton city, have had occasion to issue a 
“notice? or “bill of regulation" concerning the internal 
administration of their township. One clause in the document. 
relates *o Christian converts living in the township, whom 
their neighbours are instructed to drive out. Our brethren 
are termed “seditious,” ‘ disorderly,” **believers in Jesus.” 
These terms to designate converts are evidently borrowed from 
the official proclamations, wherein persons who oppose the rule 
of the authorities are stigmatised as “seditious and disorderly.” 

In Fatshan, the brethren are watchful against their 
assailants, and, during the last fortnight, no attempts on their 
houses and property have been successful; but I will allow 
you to judge of the state of feeling in the town from wkat has 
just taken place at a great heathen festival, in which most of 
the townspeople, including the principal gentry, took part. 
This was the “All Souls’ Festival,” where masses are said and 
ceremonies gone through to free the souls of the unknown 
dead. The ten judgment halls of the nether world formed a 
part of the pageant, and among the figures in the eighth was 
one representing a convert to the Christian religion, with 
fetters on his hands and feet, and wearing a cangue, with the 
words written on it, “A Convert to the Christian religion, a 
rebel against heaven and all authority on earth.” Our brethren 
have become * a reproach among the heathen.” 

It is very gratifying to be able to add that they remain 
faithful, and diligently attend the services where and when 
it is possible to. meet. Yesterday was Sunday, and our con- 
gregation at Sha Ki was larger than usual. 

Under the head of * Martyrdom in China,” the following 
brief notice appears in the monthly publication of the English 
Presbyterian Mission, The Gospel in China, for November 
1884. Though appearing in an English magazine, it is really 
from the pen of a German Missionary; but we quote tho 
introductory remarks of the Editor :— 

This account is given us by Dr. Lechler, the honoured 
and indefatigable head of the Mission of the Basel Society in 
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Sonth China. The work of Dr. Lechler and his coadjutors is 
chiefly among the Hak-kas. They have been successful in 
this work to a remarkable degree. Their stations and churches 
cover the country from Canton to Swatow, where they meet 
those of our own Mission. 

Dr. Lechler tells us that “a man of some ability, one of 
their Christian people, had been preaching for some months in 
a village, until one day he was seized by the people, dragged 
away to a neighbouring temple, and commanded to burn 
incense. When he positively refused, they were enraged, and 
replied that he must burn incense or die. Without hesitation 
he answered, ‘I will never.offer incense to another idol as long 
asIlive. Kill me if you will, but I can never deny the Lord 
Jesus who died for me. They took him then straightway to æ 
steep precipice, where they cut off his head, and threw his 
body into the stream below.” j 

The next article is taken from Woman’s Work in China, 
November, 1884, a magazine published in Shanghai. 

Tt is given as a detailed illustration of the action of un- 
friendly Magistrates, in dealing both with Foreign Consuls 
and Native Christians. 

—— eeo 


CASE OF PERSECUTION NEAR SWATOW. 


AsovT thirty miles from Swatow is a town called Chiu- 
huan-nia. Some three years ago a young man from this place 
heard the Gospel at a chapel three miles distant. He became 
a believer. He made the doctrine known to his friends, some 
of whom also accepted it. In course of time the number 
included the inmates of seven families, numbering about thirty 
persons in all. They met regularly for worship, sometimes 
going to the distant chapel and sometimes holding meetings 
in one their own houses. 

This stirred up the wrath of some of the villagers. Chief 
among them was a certain man who acted as master of cere- 
monies at idol processions, and who handled the funds con- 
tributed on such occasions. It was the story of Demetrius 
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and the eraftsmen, in Chinese surroundings. ‘This thing of 
becoming Christians must be stopped,” said the man, “for,” 
said he, “our village is small. We have all we can do now to 
raise money for the processions, and here thirty persons refuse 
to contribute longer. If we allow this thing to go on, others 
will believe. Our contributions will fall off, and by-and-by we 
shall have no processions at all. So this must be stopped.” 

The saying suited the villagers. It was resolved that 
* the thing should be stopped” thoroughly. Measures were at 
once taken. A series of grinding persecutions at once com- 
meneed. The people pledged themselves to have no dealings 
with the Christians. They would not buy and sell with them. 
They would not speak to them in the street. They would not 
let them have water from the public wells. They insulted 
them, frequently pelted them with stones, and ostracised them 
on all occasions~ The disciples put up with this ‘quietly, 
accepting it as a part of their heritage as Christians,.and did 
not swerve from their faith. 

\The villagers proceeded to stronger measures. They 
invaded the fields of the believers, pulled up part of the grow- 
ing crop and carried it off, trampling the rest under foot to 
render it worthless. The loss was heavy. They also forbade 
the manager of the joint-stock sugar mill from grinding any 
cane for the believers. The cane having been cut before this 
interdict was known, another grievous loss was sustained. It 
became evident that the disciples could no longer delay seeking 
protection. The Magistrate was unfriendly, but he was the 
only resource. They sent in their complaint, stating circum- 
stances of the case. The magistrate cross-examined them 
roughly. “Was it indeed so, that they did not worship their 
ancestors,” he asked them, “and that they did not contribute 
to idol processions?” They replied, they were taught to honor 
their parents while living, but they did not worship their 

. tombs after they were dead. Further, they did not contribute 
to idol worship for it was wrong. The Magistrate snarled an 
answer, saying he would send and inquire. It was evidem 
that he intended them no good. Several constables were sent 
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to the place, knowing well what kind of a report was desired 
by their master. They came back and reported that the story 
of the Christians was alla lie. There had been some trouble, 
but it was on account of their own misconduct. ‘ Exactly so,” 
said the Magistrate, and he threw the complaint aside. 

Thus encouraged, the villagers now entered the patches 
of woodland owned by the disciples,.and cut down all the trees 
some of which they sold for fire-wood and the rest of /which 
they boldly stored in their own village. 

One fresh attempt the Christians made for redress. Again 
they sent in a petition to the Magistrate, humbly imploring 
him to protect them from this continued robbery. According 
to usage, the Magistrate must take some notice of such peti- 
tions. Again was re-enacted the farce of sending constables. 
The latter were soon hobnobbing with the villagers, partaking 
of a feast to which they were invited, and pocketing the small 
sums they received. They made a report hke the former. 
The stories were pure inventions by the Christians. No trees 
had been cut down and there was no occasion for any further 
inquiry. The Christians renewed their petition, all signing it 
with the mark of their thumbs, dipped in ink, by which they 
are sure to be recognized. They re-affirmed their story. They 
begged the Magistrate to send a special Deputy, not in league 
with the villagers, and if he found that they were telling a lie, 
they offered themselves to undergo any scourging the Magis- 
trate might choose to inflict. The Magistrate told them tartly 
he would send no such Deputy. He would not believe their 
story. and drove them away. 

There was no chance for the Christians. The spring of 
the present year dragged away. The houses had been plun- 
dered, and the men themselves became afraid to enter the 
village. Tho.ir situation was deplorable. They were suffering 
for food, and several times received relief from their brethren 
in other places. It was not simply poverty, but starvation that 
stared them in the face. Still there remained to them some 
ee-fields some little distance away. A crop of rice was slowly 
coming on. The villagers allowed this to remain, intending 
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to cut and appropriate it themselves. As the ripening drew 
near the anxiety of the disciples was great. If they could only 
save their rice their families could get along until better days 
would come. Some three or four brethren from other villages 
volunteered to come and help them cut it in time to save it. 

One disciple who ventured back to look after affairs was 
seized and severely beaten. He went to the Yamén to ask 
the Magistrate to examine his wounds and to grant redress. 
This is a usage at all Yaméns and one which a Magistrate can- 
not well evade. But the villagers were ready with an ex- 
pedient. It was arranged that one of their number should 
receive a slight cut on the forehead. Smearing over his face 
the little blood that came out, to make the most of it, he too 
hurried off to the Yamén and reported that he and others had 
been assailed by this man. This was enough. His tale was at 
once accepted: The Christian was told that if he would first 
pay thirty dollars the Magistrate would examine his bruises; 
otherwise he would not. The Christian had no money te pay 
and so had to go his way. 

Up to this time, we here had taken no part in the matter 
beyond advising the disciples to be patient, rendering them 
some assistance from time to time as their needy circumstances 
required. Though the Treaty has an Article against persecu- 
tion, we do not think it expedient to avail ourselves of it except 
in extreme cases. Such an extremity seemed now to have 


come. We addressed a note to the courteous Baron yon Keok- 
endorff, German Consul, now aoting as United States Consular 
Agent. He addressed a note to m Magistrate, calling his 
attention to gross violation of the Treaty by the villagers. To 
this was returned an insolent answer, declaring that the state- 
ments of the Christians were false and unfounded. At our 
request the Baron sent in & Chinese attaché of his own office 
to make observations and report to himself. The man went in. 
At that time the grain was ready to be cut. The owners of it, 
with the help already mentioned, hastened to gather it. The 
villagers, led on by the procession manager, turned out asf 
seized them all, including the Consul’s messenger, with his 
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guide and one of our preachers who were simply witnesses of 
what was going on. The Consul’s messenger made himself 
known, but he was treated with derision. The Mandarin 
said the villagers was on their side and they did not care for 
Consuls. The mens’ hands were tied behind their backs by 
the thumbs and then drawn upwards by ropes over the limbs 
of trees, and while in this position of torture, with their toes 
barely touching the ground, they were pounded /a [RE bruised 
without mercy. This completed, they were imprisoned in an 
empty house. The Consul’s man managed privately to bribe 
a messenger to bring word to the Consul of the sad condition 
he was in. The Consul lost not a moment in sending two 
indignant protests to the officials, and likewise demanded the 
instant release of his messenger. This letter arrived at the 
Yamén in the night. The underlings of the Magistrate, who 
were in full sympathy with the villagers, at once hurried off a 
private messenger to notify them of impending trouble which 
they must guard against. The villagers saw that they must 
release at least some of their victims. But before they did so, 
and before the victims knew of the help that was coming, they 
trumped up three confederates of their own who were to come 
in as outsiders to settle the difficulty. These three fellows 
went to the prisoners, saying “We will help you out of this, 
but you must sign a paper that you will make no trouble about 
it after yoa are out. If you do not sign the paper we shall go 
away and the villagers will kill yon.” The frightened guide 
and preachers signed the paper. The Consul’s man who felt 
sure of his master’s intervention, refused, asserting that he did 
not know how to write. The villagers had no time | lose. 
They completed the transaction in haste as best they could 
and set the Consul’s messenger, the guide, and ths preacher 
at liberty to pursue their way back to Swatow. After they 
were gone, but not till then, came the constables sent by the 
Magistrate to inquire if these things were so. The villagers 
denied everything, and said the men had gone away of them- 

' Amelves. Answer to that effect was returned to ihe Magistrate 
who knew perfectly well that it was a lie, 
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But now the thing was to get up an answer to the Ccnsul. 
Some of the men had been released. Perhaps that would 
pacify him. But then he might insist upon an explanation. 
Various devices were discussed. A favorite Chinese trick in 
such cases is to get up a countercharge. It was arranged that 
some woman of the village should come forward and testify 
that these men had -committed a violent assault upon her 
person, and that for this they were beaten by the indignant 
villagers. A score of persons offered themselves as witnesses, 
and details of the story they were to tell decided upon. 

Meanwhile, it was evident the Consul was terribly in 
earnest, again writing not only to the magistrate but to his 
superior. So something had to be done. The false evidence 
of various kinds was duly sent in, and from it the Magistrate 
framed another insolent reply. In it he alleged that the 
Consul’s messenger had been guilty of various kinds of gross 
misconduct at the village and had suffered in consequence, 
abundant proof of which, he said, he had at his Yamén. 

But while sending this, the Magistrate was afraid that the 
Consul ‘himself might come in and demand an investigation 
and a trial. So he decided to forestall things a little by 
hurrying up the trial on his own account. The injured 
disciples and their persecutors were suminoued to the Yamén. 
The constables were advised to re-cook their report to adapt 
it a little to facts which had become notorious. They now 
reported that a very few trees had heen cut down, but they 
were of no great value, and that one pig had been carried 
away, and some trivial annoyances inflicted, but beyond this 
nothing. Allthis was done with the knowledge of the Magis- 
trate. The day for trial came. The Christians were asked to 
state their grievances. They made a full and clear statement 
of all they had suffered and of the losses they had sustained. 
The Magistrate ridiculed them. -However, he would adjudge 
them something, and offered them ten dollars. They begged 
him to consider what an inadequate compeusation that was 
when their losses had been two thousand dollars. ‘ Weil 
then I will make it fifteen,” said the Magistrate. Apain the 
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disciples begged for justice. He became angry and said, “I 
understand you once settled this case by three negotiators, and 
signed a paper to drop the matter. Now if you do not accept 
an award of fifteen dollars in full, I will send for thes negotia- 
tors and on their testimony I will punish you." The disciples 
pleaded that they had no voice in selecting these negotiators, 
and therefore, according to custom, they had no right to act. 
“No matter,” said the Magistrate, “I will send for them and 
act on what they say.” The brethren were required to give bail 
for their appearance while their persecutors were sent away 
in triumph, and there the case stands at the present time. 
The disciples are now considering whether they might not 
as well, first as last, leave their village, give up their homes to 
their implacable enemies, and start out in the world anew. 

This story is somewhat long, but it shows what Chinese 
justice is, and what of late our converts have had to go thr ough 
continually, in seeking redress for grievances at their own 
Yaméns. i 

The following extract from a letter of the Rev. H. L. 
Mackenzie, and Mr. Macgregor’s letter to H. B. M. Consul, 
Amoy, are both taken from The Gospel in China, November, 
1884. The former shows that, in this case, the gentry of 
the place were the leading movers, and it is well known how 
firm a hand is required on the part of the Magistrate of the 
place, when the gentry unanimously decide upon a riot. But 
the latter clearly indicates the animus of the Magistrate, and 
may be taken as an example of the untruthfulness of many of 
the despatches of such Magistrates, and the difficulties of nego- 
tiation in which Foreign Consuls are so frequently involved. 


PERSECUTION AT SWATOW. Lab 


LETTER FROM REV.-H. L. MACKENZIE Ø 
7" Swarow, 20th August, 1884.—I deeply regret to have prre 
1 


inform you that very severe persecution has broken out at 
. aMeong-pheng. The Gospel has been preached in that town for 
nearly ten years, and now a little flock of fifty converts has 
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been gathered in., Ten or eleven of these are Kong-pheng 
people; the others are from villages in the neighbourhood. 
Owing to its distance, we have paid fewer visits to Kong-pheng 
than to our other stations; it is between five and six days’ 
journey from Swatow. It has been graciously ordered hitherto 
that no persecution worth speaking of has distressed the 
Christians there, though once and again their heathen neigh- 
bours have threatened to assault and plunder them. I have 
sometimes wondered that such a long time of peace was granted 
to the congredi there, and that they and we enjoyed such 
freedom from the worry and care of “cases.” But at length, 
and this too is in the good providence of God, the storm has 
burst, and the little flock is feeling, and we with them, the 
rage and violence of the enemy. 

On the 30th ult., at an early hour, the mob, encouraged 
by the leading people of the town, attacked the chapel, beat 
the preacher in charge, and plundered him and his wife aud 
children of allitheir goods, save the clothes they wore. They 
then broke down the chapel, carrying away the furniture and 
woodwork—everything in fact, that was worth taking. Had 
their rage ceased then it would not have been so bad. But 
evidently the mob was incited not only to attack the chapel 
and preacher, the centre of the good work in Kong-pheng: 
they were determined to vent their rage on those of their own 
people who had joined the hated “foreign religion." They 
pilaged and destroyed in succession no fewer than eight 
houses of the converts. Some of these houses were, we are 
informed, not only emptied of all that could be carried off, but 
also completely broken down. The very walls were “razed,” 
and the doors and window-frames taken. It will give you 
some idea of the determination of the mob when I tell you 
thàt'four'of the houses attacked are in villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kong-pheng, one of these being about a third of 
a mile distant, one over a mile, and one about two miles. 

The rioters intended to attack another village in which 
there is a considerable number of Christians; but on heariwf* 
that the heathens and Christians combined and were prepared 
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to show fight, they desisted. It seems that in former years 
Chhenow, the village in question, and Kong-pheng have had 
feuds; hence the unusual combination of the villagers, Chris- 
tian and non-Christian. The immediate pretext for this 
outbreak of mob violence was the repair and extension of our 
chapel premises. For years we have felt the need of more 
suitable accommodation; indeed, the place we put up in on 
our visits to the station was positively unhealthy, and both 
we and the native preachers.have in some measure suffered 
from living in it. We resolved to improve the house, and 
make some needful addition to it this year; the commence- 
ment of this work was the signal for those who had long been 
waiting to find occasion against us. The “gentry” of the town 
applied to the District Magistrate, asking him to stop the 
building. They complained that the height to which it was to 
be raised would injure the prosperity of the town, etc. Now 
the fact is that the walls of the new part were to be only 
fourteen feet high, a height exceeded in several houses in 
Kong-pheng. 

The Magistrate refused to interfere, declined to listen to 
their complaint. The “gentry” then took the law into their 
own hands, and taking advantage of the excitement produced 
by an idolatrous procession, intended to prevent cholera, they 
easily incited the townspeople to begin and carry out the work 
of pillage and destruction of which I now write. 

Our hearts are sore for the poor people who have suffered 
this grievous wrong. tis à severe trial to their faith, and a 
time of sifting to the whole congregation. Meanwhile we have 
sent some of our more experienced assistants to inquire fully 
into the whole matter, to help those who have suffered in 
making their appeal to the Magistrate, and to encourage and 
comfort the congregation as they find opportunity. It was 
resolved that two of our number should go to Hai-Fung dis- 
trict city to see the Magistrate, and then, if the way was at all 
open, to Kong-pheng or neighbourhood to meet with the 
Christians. But, on communicating with the English Consul, 
he declined to hold himself responsible for our safety in the 
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present state of angry excitement between France and China, 
and advised that none of us should go. Accordingly we have 
put off going for the present, and are doing what we can in 
this painful case by means of our native brethren, seconded by 
letters from the Consul to the Taotai and to the Hai-Fung 
Magistrate. We have just heard that the Magistrate went to 
Kong-pheng to inquire into the matter, and also that, thus far, 
he has expressed himself with an unmistakable animus against 
the chapel and those who frequented it. It is the old story, 
the heathen and their rulers proud and bitter against the Lord 
and against His people, and cruel and unscrupulous in their 
enmity. We must just hold on to the forty-sixth Psalm, to 
Him who always cares for His people, and who will assuredly ` 
prevail. I would earnestly beg the prayers of the whole 
Church on behalf of the persecuted ; deny us not this boon. 


AMOY: THE TROUBLES AT CHANGPU. 
LETTER FROM REV. W. MCGREGOR TO H.B.M. CONSUL AT AMOY. 
Amoy, July 3rd, 1884. 

Sir—I have carefully read the despatch of the Chang- 
chiu Tautai and the report of the Magistrate of the Changpu 
district included in it. In that report there are many state- 
ments far from correct, and the conclusion is based upon an 
erroneous assumption as to what is required to be done when 
a house is rented as a place of Christian worship. 

1. When the chapel at Changpu was occupied by Mr. 
Watson, the Magistrate claims to have prevented a disturb- 
ance by sending police. The arrival of the police did not 
prevent a disturbance. It would be more correct to say it 
produced one. "When some loafers, seemingly sent for the 
purpose, began to throw stones and threaten to destroy the 
chapel, Mr. Watson had to ask protection. After some time 
the police came, but (apparently) forgetting that the mis- 
sionary could understand what they said, instead of trying to 
disperse the people, kept inciting them to further violence. 
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It was while they were thus present that the door was smashed, 
the chapel rifled, and Mr. Watson driven to take refuge in the 
Yamén. E 

2. In speaking of Mr. Watson having secured a house on 
mortgage, he says :一 “ What he did was td call on Tsai-chi in 
the first place to invite his creditors to meet him; then, in 
sai-chi's presence and on his behalf, he paid the debt; then, 
as soon,as the acknowledgment of the debt was in his hands, 
but not before, declared his intention of establishing a chapel." 
This statement is wholly untrue. Tsai-chi was from the first 
told that the house was to be a Christian chapel. Why should 
he not be told? By the law of the empire as embodied in 
treaties with foreign Governments the establishment of chapels 
is a laudable proceeding in which no concealment is needed. 
Tsai-chi and the middle-men all knew the terms of the deed, 
in which it is clearly stated that the house is to be a chapel. 
On the afternoon of 19th May, they all met in Mr. Watson’s 
presence to sign the deed, and before this was done it was 
read in their hearing, and all expressed their satisfaction. It 
was at a late hour of the same day that Tsai-chi came again to 
the chapel to receive his money. If he then brought with him 
any of his creditors, that he might at once pay them, that was 
his own affair, with which the missionaries have nothing to do. 
The truth is that the Magistrate was so determined to bring 
trouble on every one connected even in the remotest way with 
the chapel case that he hunted up the creditors of T'sai-chi, 
and by threats extorted from them the money they had 
received, and this is the money he now professes to have had 
lodged in his hands by Tsai-chi for the redemption of the 
mortgage. 

In another paragraph the Magistrato says :—“ Now, 
according to T’sai-chi’s own clear deposition, Lai Hesin-Hsü, 
when negotiating the mortgage, spoke only of residence, and 
made no mention of the establishment of a chapel." Now, by - 
the Magistrate's orders, Tsai-chi was beaten 400 strokes with 
fhe bamboo, the middle-man, Chin-Lo, was beaten 200 strokes, 
and the writer of the deed also 200 strokes. It was made very 
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clear that all concerned in leasing or mortgaging a house a5 a 
chapel were to be treated. as malefactors. Is it strange that 
in such circumstances Tsai-chi should give evidence tending 
to excuse himself? If his evidence was given after he was 
beaten it is easy to see how it should take the form it does. 
If it was given before he was beaten, and the Magistrate 
believed him to be “completely fooled” in the transaction, 
why was he beaten at all ? 

The utter worthlessness of the depositions enclosed in the 
Magistrate’s report is, perhaps, most apparent in the evidence 
said to have been given by the middle-man, Chin-Lo. He is 

reported to have said —“ On the 19th May, Lai Hsin-Hsü 
said, ‘the deed was written, and called upon me to act as 
middle-man. Hearing that it was proposed to establish a 
chapel, I declined to sign the deed." This deposition is for- 
warded by the Magistrate as giving part of the facts of tho 
case. Yet Chin-Lo did, in Mr. Watson’s presence, sign the 
deed. Also the Magistrate knows quite well that he did so, 
seeing that he has the deed in his possession, having obtained 
it from Mr. Watson on pretence of seeing if it was all correct, 
and then, on various pretexts, excused himself from returning 
it. If Chin-Lo did not sign the deed, what was he summoned 
before the Magistrate for? For what was he beaten? What 
connection had he with the case at all? 

3. The magistrate complains that the deed was not brought 
to him to be stamped, and that the consent of the owner of 
the ground was not obtained. He seems to forget that the 
transaction was not a sale, but a mortgage. In a case of 
mortgage or lease, we understand it is not the general usage 
that the deed should be stamped. The interests of the owner 
of the gound were not affected by the transaction, as the house 
was secured under the conditions on which it was held by the 
owner. In point of fact, however, the owner of the ground 
was quite aware of the transaction, and at the time the dis- 
turbance arose, he was actually negotiating with Mr. Watson 
about receiving in one lump sum the annual payments of 406+ 
cash, which would have to be given him for six years. 
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4. Omitting other matters of detail, I wish to draw your 
attention specially to the principle on which the Magistrate 
claims to have the case settled. His demand is that the 
providing of a place of Christian worship be gone about with 
formalitiés which can always enable the officials to prevent one 
from being got. He says:—'' In time past it has always been 
the rule that any intention of establishing a chapel should be 
first communicated to the local authorities, that they might 
afford protection. In the present case such prior intimation 
has been omitted.” In time past this has not been the rule. 
No such rule was laid down in any treaty with any foreign 
country. The first mention of such a claim is found in the 
“Memorandum of the Tsung-li Yamén upon the Missionary 
Question,” circulated February 8th, 1871. In Enclosure 2nd 
of that document, Art. 8, the claim is put thus: “ When 
Christians wish to buy land for the erection of religious 
establishments, or to rent public places, they should first, in 
conjunction with the owners of the property, lay the matter 
before the local authority, that he may ascertain whether the 
Feng-shui will be interfered with. If he allow the sale after 
inquiry, and if, moreover, the people of the place be not 
hostile to it, authority can be given to proceed." 

The claims contained in the Memorandum were rejected 
by the foreign Governments as quite inadmissible. Yet, 
because the Viceroy and other high officials of the province of 
Fuh-kien have on their own responsibility issued a proclama- 
tion embodying this claim, the Changpu Magistrate demands 
that it be admitted in the settlement of this case, and has the 
hardihood to assert that the method of procedure laid down in 
it has always been acted on. 

The method of procedure laid down in this claim is one 
that in its very nature implies, that to establish a chapel is 
disreputable a proceeding, that all concerned ought to be 
assumed to be evil-doers and carefully watched. The Magis- 
trate has acted on this assumption in seizing and beating the 
hvrner of the house, the middle-man, and the writer of the 
deed. His whole report looks at the case from this standpoint. 
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Why is Lai Hsin-Hsü abused by him as a schemer and a 
plotter? Simply because he assisted in looking ovt a house 
for a chapel. No other charge is brought against him. The 
Magistrate says of him :—‘ This project” (t.e., the providing 
of a house as a chapel) “is an old one of his which he has 
often attempted to carry out without success. This time he 
keeps his name concealed and works in secret. The scheme 
beyond question gives plentiful evidence of mature deliberation, 
of having been pondered on while away [from Changpu], and 
of having been kept steadily in view." 

Is the Magistrate so ignorant as not to know that to 
provide a house for Christian worship is in China a perfectly 
legal proceeding, on account of which a man is no more to be 
regarded with suspicion than on account of providing himself 
with a shop in which to carry on business ? 

5. Towards the close of his report the Magistrate says:— 
“Altogether the project is hurtful and unprecedented. If it 
be nevertheless persisted in and carried out with a high hand, 
lamentable disturbances will surely result. 

No doubt there will be disturbances if the Magistrate 
encourage them, not otherwise. No one has been punished, 
or even questioned, on account of the riot when the chapel was 
attacked ; but those who had anything to do with mortgaging 
it have, as stated above, been beaten and the owner of the 
house is still in custody. The Magistrate has done all he can 
to show that a chapel may be rifled with impunity, but that 

«anyone who ventures to lease a house or site for a Christian 
church will be punished. Yet he has the effrontery to state 
that he has again and again urged the preacher Wu to take 
back the money, and “either to rent another house, or buy a 
piece of ground and build on it. In such case, if both parties 
are satisfied, and there are no other complications or objections, 
on informing the authorities a chapel might be established.” 

A house has already been moftgaged. Both parties are 
satisfied. There are no complications, except those of the 
Magistrate’s creation. Let him stamp the deed if he judy 
that necessary; let him liberate the owner of the house, and 
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restore the money exacted from him and his creditors; let him 
issue à proclamation that this mortgage is perfectly legal, and 
that any owner of houses or land may lease or mor tgage them 
for Christian uses without fear or trouble. In this way the 
affair will be amicably arranged, and every one will be, satis- 
fed. If the Magistrate has special objections to our occupying 
this house, let him find for us another suitable house or site. 
We shall be prepared favourably to consider any such offer, 
on condition that the legality of all our proceedings be made 
known by proclamation, that the owner of the house suffer no 
loss, and that we continue to occupy the premises we have 
mortgaged until those provided by the Magistrate be secured 
by proper deeds, and, if necessary, suitable buildings be 
erected by us. 
I am, Sir, . 
Your obedient servant, 
Ww. McGreeor 

l (For English Presbyterian Mission). 
To H.B.M. Consul. 

The record of facts such as those given above cannot be 
eonfined to Missionary publications. The Home papers again 
and again have contained accgunts forwarded by their Chira 
correspondents. "Take the tillowing from the Canton corres- 
pondent of The Daily News, under date October 13th, 1884. 


一 一 一 一 一 人 一例 一 各 一 一 一 一 一 


PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS IN CHINA. 


The Canton correspondent of the Daily News, writing on 
the 18th of October; says :— 

The English and American. Protestant Mian fees 
sustained serious losses, and their converts have been bitterly 
persecuted. No lives have been sacrificed; but homes have 
been broken up, men have been brutally beaten, and women, 
stripped of their clothing, and with the sword above their 
heads, have been compelled to renounce their faith. We have 
been accustomed to think dubiously of the conversion of 
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Chinese to the Christian faith; but however ignorant the 
native Christians may be of the higher duties and responsibili- 
ties of their religion, the firmness which they have displayed 
in the midst of these trying persecutions can only be regarded 
as strong evidence of their sincerity.” The fact that in Canton 
itself the storm of anti-foreign excitement has done so little 
actual damage is due, the correspondent says, to the vigilance 
of the foreign Consuls, the constant presence of foreign gun- 
boats, and to the shrewdness of ‘the Chinese Viceroy, who, 
though prompted by his own inclinations and by instructions 
from Peking to look with favour upon any circumstance which 
threatened to make other nations suffer in consequence of the 
military movements of the French, yet has been too wary to 
resist or to neglect the suggestions of the various Consuls with 
regard to the protection of the persons and property of for- 
eigners. It is a common custom for the Court at Peking to 
issue double sets of instructions for the Provincial Governors; 
one set, appearing in the Gazette, is intended for the eye of 
foreign Ministers, and so is couched in general language 
which suggests no infringement of treaty rights; but it is the 
other set, often widely different in tenor, and so not submitted 
to public inspection, which represents the real poliey of the 
Chinese Government. 

As it is frequently asserted that the recent Missionary 
troubles are due to the French-war, and the hope frequently 
expressed, that when this war is terminated, we shall see an 
end of this virulence of hostility, we have added extracts from 
an article by the Rev. T. Richard, which take us back two 
years, and refer to troubles far from the seat of war, in the 
year 1888, as well as some of more recent date. 

Ir recounting them, Mr. Richard dwells upon persecutions 
from the common people, from the gentry, and from the 
officials, but the most formidable of these three classes is that 
which comes from the officials. Mr. Richard says :一 

We begin with persecutions from the common people, such 
as labourers, farmers, and tradesmen. One man is charged 
with being untiial bscanse he is a Christian and is obliged to 
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flee from home for his life. Another has had his house broken 
into at night and his son so abused and beaten that he cannot 
attend school. A third is set on when at evening prayers, his 
books and clothes torn and he himself beaten. A constable 
and head of a theatre took a Christian to the Yamén for re- 
fusing a subscription to idolatrous theatricals. A headman of 
a village having a Proclamation sent by the Magistrate for him 
to póst in the village to prevent the Christians being. molested, 
would not put it out, and one of the Christians there was told: 
he need not expect to have his debts paid him. Then a ditch 
was dug round his house, so that his wife who was blind could 
not possibly leave it. A placard was put up outside one of our 
houses accusing the Missionaries of being the chief cause of 
all China’s calamities and urging the people to assemble and 
exterminate us. A society of several villages, called the Lien 
Chwang Hwei, has been formed for the purpose of resisting the 
progress of Christianity. One. evening when the Christians 
were quietly at worship, a number of men belonging to this 
society fell on them, and twelve were more or less injured. 

All this occurred in less than a year from April to October 
1883. The year previous the Christians were persecuted by 
walling their doors and windows at night, by refusing water 
from the village, or by stoning them as they went to fetch it. 
Some have had their stacks of winter fuel burnt, and others 
have had their houses burnt. Some have been swung up by 
their thumbs over beams, others sent in chains to the Yamén 
without warrant. Some are threatened to be shot, others 
compelled to leave the villages where they lived. I have seen 
a women who had been beaten black and blue, another had 
her head cut with a sword. Tradesmen form themselves into 
a society to exact an oath not to enter a place of worship. 
All Christians, men and women, old and young, baptized and 
unbaptized, are so accustomed to be abused with bad names in 
cold blood, that their perseverance is a standing miracle of 
the glorious power of Christian truth. 

Again, the gentry persecute. In one city they combined 
to maké a joint petition to the Magistrate that no house should 
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be rented either for chapel or dispensary, and when the British 
Consul insisted on getting a house, they excited the populace 
to employ thé most abusive language wherever the Missionary 
appeared on the street, and heaped up such abominable filth 
before his door night after night that he had eventually to 
give up the place. In another city one of the gentry went 
into our school, without asking permission from the Missionary, 
and after leaving, circulated the report that foreigners kidnap 
children and send them off to the ports. He visited the lead- 
ing men of the adjacent streets and exhorted them to get up a 
row so as to drive the Missionary away. That being un- 
successful he begged the Chihsien and afterwards the Chi-fu to 
exercise his influence to prevent the Missionary residing in the 
city. In another city a B.A. (siu-tsai) lays a false complaint 
against three native evangelists, and a warrant is issued at 
once to arrest them. In another, one of the gentry who had 
been a military ‘student, armed himself with a sword and 
headed a mob which battered the door of a newly rented house 
with\stones and bricks and threatened the Missionary’s life. 
He was fortunately absent that night. Placards also were 
circulated about another honse, threatening to burn it down, 
beat the foreigner and kill the middleman. Prizes were offered 
for the best essays in the same style as the '' Death-Blow to 
Corrupt Doctrines.” The children of Christians are often 
refused admission to Confucian schools. 

But the most formidable opposition is from the officials 
themselves. On a dozen Christians, who had been attacked, 
asking the Magistrate for redress, he abused them soundly for 
leaving the religion of their ancestors and told them to go 
home and live in peace! When the Missionary appealed in 
their behalf nothing was done. Whena Christian was brought 
to the Yamén for not subscribing to theatricals he was 
punished, ostensibly for transgressing Yamén etiquette. After- 
ward he was prevented from opening his shop, and, asking 
protection, was told by the Magistrate, “You are a Chinese 
subject, wear Chinese clothes, eat Chinese food, trade with 
your own countrymen ; why do you follow foreign heresies 2” 
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In one village three attacks were made on the Christians in 
one month, and when redress was sought, not only was none 
given; but they were told by the Magistrate that they made a 
great mistake if they expected foreign Missionaries would be 
able to protect them all their lives. When Proclamations are 
issued to prevent the Christians being molested, the very rare 
occasions on which their persecutors are punished at all, tend 
to make them nothing more than a dead letter. 

Soldiers rush into a house with swords and spears and 
create a disturbance while the Christians are in the midst of 
their worship. A Manchu Lieutenant-general puts forth a. 
Proclamation forbidding the Manchus coming near the Mis- 
sionary, and the Manchu city for a long time after was so 
hostile that the Missionary had to go round the city instead of 
through to avoid the insult and abuse consequent on walking 
quietly through it. A husband goes to the Yamén to beg for 
redress for his wounded wife. For two days he has to wait 
and be abused by the underlings for becoming a Christian, and 
when he does see the official he is exhorted to live at peace 
with his neighbours and sent home with a plaster to put on the 
wound. 'lhatishisredress! A Missionary rents a house in that 
city and the neighbours object. He says he is willing to taka 
any other they will get instead. They refuse to get him any, 
and he takes possession temporarily until he can get another, 
and then a man arms himself with a sword and gathers a 

. mob, and attacks the house at night. The District Magistrate 
refuses to punish the leader in any way; on the contrary a 
warrant was issued to arrest the landlord and middlemen as 
if criminals, although they were among the chief of the gentry. 

The Magistrate further invites the leader of the distur- 
bance and a few of the gentry to his Yamén and tells them 
that in Honan once, when a mob set fire to a Missionary’s house, 
he ran away and was so scared that he never returned again. 
The bluntest present could not misunderstand his suggestion. 
When placards were put out against the Missionary’s occupy- 

“Tng a house where there were no neighbours objecting to his 
doing so, threatening to burn, injure and kill, the Magistrate 
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positively refused to take any action to check the lawlessness. 
On appealing to the Chi-fu, he also refused to interfere, 
referring the Missionary to the Chihsien again, and then 
instead of the Chihsien doing any thing, he had the audacity 
to repeat the threat of burning the house in the face of the 
Missionary. The Chi-fu threatened to dismiss from his Yamén 
a man who had been friendly for years to the Missionaries, 
unless he discontinued his visits to them. Then, when the 
majority of the people were friendly or indifferent, the Chi-fu, 
Chihsien and a military official in the place instigated a law- 
less rabble to make mischief. The result was not only to make 
it extremely difficult for Missionaries to rent rew houses, but to 
retain those in which they lived. One landlord has refused to 
keep the agreement formerly made unless more money be given. 

The above difficulties occurred in the prefecture of Tsing- 
chou in Shantung. In the prefecture of Tsinan we have work 
in five other counties (hsiens). Some of our evangelists in 
those districts had been assaulted arrested and driven out. 
To prevent repetition of the same lawlessness, a polite letter 
was sent to each Magistrate of the five districts, requesting the 
issue of Proclamations to instruct the people not to molest 
preachers peacably pursuing their calling, &c. Only one sent 
a civil answer, two refused, one sent no reply, and the fifth 
contemptuously refused to see even the card, adding: “Is not 
the Governor gone to Chefoo to exterminate all the foreign 
devils?” and other violent and abusive language which the 
messenger would not repeat. 

To sum up, all the above took place in the English Baptist 
Mission alone, mainly in the prefectures of Tsingchou and 
Tsinan, in the province of Shantung. With one exception all 
the cases have occurred within two years. Not that there 
were no persecutions before, for very severe cases occurred, 
but those took place at a time when a colleague now absent 
in Europe was in charge. These not being so well known tc 
us are therefore omitted.* 


— 


® Ses Chinese Recorder, July-August, 1884, “Christian Persecutions in China— 
the Nature, Causes Remedies.” 
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CONCLUSION. 


Such are some of the facts of the case, many more might 
have been added, but these, perhaps, will be sufficient, both 
in number and variety, to enable the reader to draw some 
conclusion as to the position of affairs, and the necessity for 
actiony for whilst it is true that in many instances, rioous 
proceedings have been promptly suppressed by” Chinese 
officials, and in many more, vigorous action on the part of 
Foreign Consuls has obtained redress for injuries sustained 
after riots have occurred, there stil remains a long list of 
persecutions, which loudly demand remonstrance and sup- 
pression. | 

Lawless rowdyism, brutal and unprovoked assaults, un- 
checked incendiarism, abusive and inflammatory manifestoes 
are against all law, Chinese or European, and, like the 
Dynamite Explosions of the West, should be put a stop to, 
irrespective of nationality, political party, or religious creed. 
On this point there can be no question. But if this is to be 
effectually accomplished, we must get to the root of the evil, 
and search out the real causes of these things. After careful 
perusal of the facts, we are led to the following conclusions :— 

1. That, whilst there have been instances of united and 
determinate opposition on the part of the people (apart from, 

ihe action and attitude of the local officials), these cases 

are comparatively rare, and that without other incitement, 
riots, originating with the masses, would be of infrequent 
occurrence. 

Base and violent men are to be found in every large city, 
whether in China or elsewhere, but it is a well known fact that 
where the Magistrates are well disposed such persons in China 
are easily kept in check and seldom dare to disturb the public 


peace by lawless and disorderly proceedings. 
2. That when such disturbances have taken place they 


Might, in most cases, have been suppressed by the local 
authorities. 
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We have but to compare the peace which has reigned 
within the borders of the Fuhkien province with the rioting 
which has been so rampant in Kwangtung. If anywhere in 
China we might have expected disorder, it would surely have 
been in the Fuhkien province, where the Chinese have suffered 
such disastrous defeat during the present war, and yet we find 
a Missionary writing “that whilst there have been a few cases 
of abuse and loss of property, there is not known to have been 
a single case of personal injury to a native Christian connected 
with either of the three Missions on account of the war.” And 
again :—“ For the last few months the Missionaries visiting out- 
stations and touring in the country have been well received, 
and have brought back favourable reports respecting the work.” 
And the same may be said of almost every station, where 
the same precautions have been taken as were taken in Fuh- 
kien, that is, where the local authorities have co-operated with 
the Foreign Consuls in honest endeavour to repress all hostile 
outbreaks, or have themselves issued Proclamations to that 
effect, as in the case of the Pok-lo Magistrate in Kwangtung. 

‘8. That the main cause of these persecutions is traceable 
to the attitude, or the action, of the officials. This is notably 
the case in the Canton province, where the lower officials have 
so faithfully followed the example of the higher. In proof of 
this, we have but to point to the Proclamation and the Memorial 
of H.E. Pén Yu Lin, and to the Proclamation of the Provincial 
Judge. i 

No wonder, when such proclamations are issued by the 
Provincial Authorities, that District Magistrates feel free to 
adopt a policy of inaction, or one of direct hostility, and the 
“gentry” to follow suite. And when it is generally known 
that such is the attitude of the officials, it is not difficult to 
predict the result. Indeed, it is not saying too much to assert 
that, if Chinese officials determined to do so, in nine cases 
out oft en, they could prevent such riotous outbreaks as those 
which have recently occurred. 

. What then, it may be asked, is the remedy for this state 
of things? We may briefly reply, that it is to be found in 


147 


美国 政府 解密 档案 (中 国 关系 ) 


( 46 ) 
the exact definition of, and simple adherence to, established 
and acknowledged Law. 

Let the status of the Foreign Missionary and that of the 
Native Convert be clearly defined and widely made known by 
the Central Government, and let the Great Provincial Au- 
thorities be made to understand that such status must be 
honestly respected by: the local Magistrates, and let this be 
done openly and generously, and persecutions such as are now 
complained of would soon become things of the past./ 

For lack of this, we find in Governmént Despatches, in 
Official Proclamations, in Memorials to the Throne, and in 
Village Regulations, an underlying assumption that Chinese 
Christians are “rebels against the Government,” “seditious,” 
and “disorderly,” and hence, that it is but patriotic to rise up 
against them. Now, so long as this impression is allowed to 
prevail, what can we expect but animosity and persecution ? 

If, however, the status of Chinese Christians were but 
clearly defined, their amenableness to law on the one hand, 
and their religious rights on the other—and this made known 
by a Proclamation throughout the Empire, similar to the one 
issued in the case of Mr. Margary’s murder, much animosity 
would die out, and much persecution pass away. 

The same may be said with regard to the Foreign’ 
Missionary. If the status of Missionaries, too, were but clearly 
defined—their position as Teachers of Religion and Morals on 
the one hand, and as private citizens holding no official rank 


onthe other—many suspicions would be allayed, and many 
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dangers evaded. 

But exact definition without a righteous enforcement of 
the law would avail but little. Violators of the public peace 
should be dealt with as other violators of a nation’s laws. 
Officials who, whether by action or inaction, connive at or 
instigate the riotous proceedings of the mob should be dealt 
with more severely than that mob. 

And as in regard to tho slave trade, questions of nation- 
gttty are sunk in the vaster interests of humanity, so in 
regard to brutal persecution, lawless rioting, and inhuman 
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cruelty, the claims of humanity should supersede all narrower 
claims and the protection of the persecuted be as dear to us as 
the rescue of the slave. : 

But whether the segis of official protection be thrown 
over the persecuted Chinese Christians or not, of one thing we 
are “persuaded that neither death, nor '::e, nor angels, nor 
principahties, nor powers, nor things pr»sent, nor things to 
come nor height, nor depth, nor any othe” creature, shall bé 
able to separate" them from .he love ot God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 


An English Wesleyan Missionary,*Rev. G. Hargreaves, in a letter to 
the China Mail of March 6th 1884, about numerous outrages in Southern 
China ; said—'* The American Consul deserves all praise for the manner in 
which he has sustained the privileges and, rights of his countrymen. 
Notwithstanding the boasted prestige of England, an Englishman cannot 


get his affairs attended to with the same dispatch or completeness.” 
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With Compliments of 
fHARLES SEYMOUR, J. B fPoNsuL, FANTON, 


THE MEMORIAL, 
BY THE LATE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONER, 
TSO TSUNG-T'ANG, 
to the 
IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT OF CHINA, 


in 
1885, 
IS INTERESTING AS AN INDICATION OF THE SPIRIT OF 


The Memorialist, in compliance with an Imperial Decree 
directing him to make propositions for the necessary coast defences, 
prostrate requests the establishment of a special Minister of Coast De- 
fence, with full powers, so as to have the direction of affairs centralised, 
and all the conditions of coast defence under one control; and begs Their 
Majesties’ Sacred Glance upon his Memorial. The Memorialist humbly 
states that on the 25th day of the 5th moon, 11th year of Kuang Hsü, he 
received from the Cabinet Ministers an Imperial Decree promulgated 
on the 9th day of the 5th moon. . “Although all the conditions of 
peace are completed, still there should be no laxity in preparing coast 
defence. Great and sincere exertions should be made for the future 
well being, so that the defences may be relied upon long and per- 
manently. Obey this!" The Memorialist, looking upwards, perceives 
that Their Majesties are profound in their designs, caring for future 
contingencies, and showing deep solicitude for. the coast provinces; all 
of which calls forth unspeakable admiration. The old age and the many 
ailments of the Memorialist render him unfit to animadvert upon and take 
in every affair of state; still if the Memorialist discerns anything (bene- 
ficial to the state) how dare he disobey Their Majesties’ order? and he 
therefore presents the following propositions, which may Their Majesties 
be pleased to select from and approve. 

The Memorialist humbly finds that the western countries have 
modelled and manufactured eonstantly for tens and hundreds of years 
guns and ships, thereby becoming powers on the seas, and doing what 
they wished to do in all things. Were the military preparations 
of China of twenty years ago compared with those of the west, we 
should be in no position to face them (foreign armies and navies) in a 
single engagement. But during the last ten or more years China has 
begun to establish gradually dock-yards, arsenals, and naval academies ; 
although things have not been carried to perfection, yet the 
fundamental principles have been acquired. From this fact a year ago 
when the French troubles were initiated the Chinese were able to join 
in battle with the enemy, who retreated before the fire of our tremendous 
guns at Chin-hai. The successful result of our military preparations 
is obvious. Taking the present condition of our navy into consideration, 
the memorialist is sincerely of the opinion that the Chinese are inferior 
to foreigners in drill and practide. Still, even foreigners admit that the 
Chinese are very clever and quick with eyes, ears, and thoughts ; and if 
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those who hold superior positions would learn in all sincerity, following 
the good points of the foreigners, it would be possible even to direct 
their destinies, not to speak of protecting our own country. In another 
Imperial Decree the Memorialist reverentially perused the following: 
. — We, in planning and preparing defences, have built dockyards and 
established a navy, yet the ships built are not strong, the arms manu. 
factured are not perfect, officers selected are not experienced, the funds 
devised are not sufficiently ample." The Memorialist is of opinion that 
in building ships iron-clads should take the lead, and in manufacturing 
arms steel-guns ought to be considered essential. A Memorial propos. 
ing the building of large dockyards and arsenals with all the particulars 
fully set forth has already been laid before the Throne by the Memo. 
rialist ; since to purchase ships and guns is not so advantageous as to 
build and manufacture them. The Fuhkien Arsenal is not so spacious 
as to admit the building of large iron-clads; and the request for esta. 
blishing big dockyards is of imperative importance, permitting no delay. 
The Memorialist hears that the former Acting Governor-General of Hu- 
kuang, Pien Pao-ti, proposed starting an arsenal at-the entrance of Fan. 
yang Hu in Kiangsi. The Yangtzu river below Hankow and Wuchang 
is now here so deep and so dangerous to navigation by the banks and 
indentations as this place (Fan yang Hu) and the Memorialist begs 
Their Majesties to order the Governors of Hupei and Kiangsi to des- 
patch officials to have the place sounded and to deliberate upon the ad. 
visability of carrying out the propositions. The breechloading big guns 
are to be speedily manufactured as soon as the arsenals are finished. Per. 
haps it is more expedient as the Memorialist thinks to order the arsenals 
in Kiangnan and Kuangtung to first try manufacturing (big breechloading 
guns) as experiments, so as not to waste money and commit mistakes. |All 
these should be taken into early consideration. The Memorialist considers 
that the chief importance of organizing coast defence i is to have a proper 
man to take charge of it. That the Chinese navy is ineffective, some at- 
attribute to the want of exertion (on the part of the authorities); yet 
among the metropolitan and provincial officials patriotic and good men 
are not wanting. There must be some reason which accounts for the 
hindrance which interferes with every step that is taken (in naval 
affairs). The Memorialist is acting as Commissioner for the Defence of 
the Seaboard and adviser to the Cabinet ; and he humbly perceives that 
on account of the direction of affairs not being centralized everything is 
difficult of management. The reason is this. The power of the Board 
Ministers is great, because they receive direct Decrees from the Throne 
to deliberate in unison ; but in every matter whether great or small they 
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mostly propose and follow out the requests of the high provincial au- 
thorities. The power of provincial Viceroys and Governors is limited 
to the territory under their control; even the High Commissioners of the 
Northern and Southern Ooeans are not at liberty to intrude into the mat- 
ters of a province not under their jurisdiction. As Their Majesties have 
truly said, to start and build ships and manufacture arms in a single 
corner of the Empire is not arranging a complete state of coast defence. If 
it is now desired to expunge the evil of orders not being executed effective- 
ly, itis necessary to select with care a virtuous and able man, and raise him 
to a high post which is to be called either Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Coast Defence, or Minister of the Board of Marine. In all matters re- 
lating to coast defence, the Minister calculating upon the entire state of 
affairs under his control can report to the Throne and act. He should 
have full powers to select officers, drill soldiers, devise funds, and build 
ships. His permanent residence should be on the Yangtzu; but south- 
ward he should watch over Fuhkien and Kuangtung, and northward 
guard the seat of Government. He should be at liberty either to per- 
form his duties in his yamén or to make his tours of inspection about all 
places under his control, as circumstances demand, without being fetter- 
ed in any respect. An assistant Minister should also be chosen, to give 
advice and help to his chief when in the yamén: superintend the works, 
and guard the office when the first Minister is away on his tours. When 
powers are vested in a single person he cannot shirk his responsibilities : 
then success may be immediately looked for. But such a Min!ster oc- 
eupying euch a high position and shouldering such enormous responsibi- 
lities must be a man of excellent character and repute, well versed in 
foreign studies and respected by both foreigners and Chinese. As to the 
various details the Memorialist cannot propose beforehand lest a pre-es- 
tablished opinion may cause mistakes. The Memorialist, enjoying high 
Imperial favours without being able to repay a particle, tremblingly fol. 
lowing the precept of the Holy Philosophers of taking warning of the 
past, and care of the future, and laying before Their Majesties his hum- 
ble and limited experience, now presents the seven propositions which 
are possible to decide on for the Imperial perusal, and awaits a Decree 
for their execution and Their Majesties’ instructions. 

I.—War-ships must be built in sufficient numbers. Foreign na- 
vies have fast-steaming cruisers, gunboats, fish-torpedoes to assist their 
strong and powerful ironclads, transports to carry provisions, steam- 
launches and gigs to facilitate every movement ; just as the Chinese land 
forces, consisting of infantry. cavalry, battalions of gingals and shields, 
which combined form an army,— because they are in need of each other 
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they benefit one another. Since it is proposed to make a grand re 
organization of the navy, it is necessary not only to have everything pre. 
pared but to have everything perfect. The old-fashioned half-fighting 
and half-merchant vessels should be made to do duty as transports. The 
fast-steaming cruisers of the latest pattern are capable to a certain extent 
to enter into battle; but they cannot fight alone. The entire length of 
the Chinese sea coast is estimated to be over ten thousand li, and we 
must at the least have ten large naval squadrons well drilled, each 
squadron composed of several ironclads and a sufficient number of 
auxiliary vessels; so that in case of war we may be able to meet the 
enemy. 

IL--The naval regulations must be deliberated upon and adopt- 
ed. The conditions of the navy established in former times are different 
from those of the present. Besides the naval forces doing duty in the 
Yang-tsze and the inland rivers (which are to remain just as they are) 
the sea forces all along the coast should undergo a thorough uniform 
change. Moreover the ships of the Nan-yang and Pei-yang are not a 
well-organized squadron. Henceforth, since the sea forces are to be re. 
organized, they should be placed under the direction of the Minister 
Plenipotentiary for Coast Defence. Each squadron shonld have a com- 
mander equivalent to the rank of general in land forces and an assistant 
commander equivalent to the rank of commandant on land; then should 
come officers holding ranks equivalent to colonels and lientenants in the 
military sense. All promotions, changes, despatches, for service, and 
bestowals of posts among naval officers are to be reported to the Throne 
by the Administrator of Coast Defence before being carried into effect. 
The territorial authorities are only to have control over land forces gar- 
risoning the port. Unless extraordinary emergency demands they are 
not at liberty to summon naval squadrons to their assistance. In per. 
forming all official journeys and business, special boats must be requisi- 
tioned ; the war-ships cannot be indiscriminately employed. 

Jil.—Rules must be established for patrolling, guarding, drilling, 
and practising, so as to constantly exercise the squadrons. If the ten 
squadrons were only doing the duties of defence without constantly 
cruising about, being drilled and kept in praetice, they might be 
numerous but they would be of no use. "Therefore ont of the ten 
squadrons, it is proposed that eight should be distributed at Taku for 
Tientsin, Yunchun for Nin-ku.ta, Chefoo for Shantung, Tsung-ming 
for Kiangnan, Chin-hai for Che-kiang, Foochow for Fuhkien, Formosa 
and the Pescadores, and Kiung-chow (Hainan) and Canton for Kwang- 
tung. Each squadron is to be stationed at the places assigned to it; 
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Amoy, Swatow, Chinkiang, Peitang and other places will have warships 
stationed within their harbours, detached from the squadrons that are or- 
dered to watch over the special provinces, and they must be kept in drill 
aud practice morning and night. The eight squadrons stationed at 
different ports should exchange their posts once in every four months, at 
which time they should meet in a grand naval rendezvous. As regards 
the remaining two squadrons one should cruise about Japan the other 
about the countries of the west (lit. Western Oceans) doing the same 
duty as the ships of other nations in China, protecting the merchants; 
they can also practise and learn to ride the storms, find out about sand. 
banks and shallows, become acquainted with tlie climate and habits of 
the people, discern the position and situation (of other countries’ coast) 
and study natural philosophy and manufactures. In case any two coun- 
tries are at war with each other these two squadrons should go and 
watch the battles, and at the expiration of a year return to take. their 
place among the squadrons of defence, out of which two others are select- 
ed to do duties abroad. A yearly report is to be drawn up by the 
squadrons for cruise and for defence, detailing the particulars of what 
they have learned and what they have practised, and presented to the 
Administration of Coast Defence for examination. The deportment 
of the officers in each ship is also to be reported and the Throne 
petitioned to award rewards or penalties as cases may require. 
IV.—The various Administrations for various business should be 
co-operative. Formerly the Memorialist petitioned the Throne to allow 
the mines of Hsü.chow and Mu-ynen be worked so as to furnish 
materials for the building of iron-clads and manufacture of steel guns. A 
Decree was issued ordering the Memorialist to deliberate as to which 
was the best place to start a foundry. According-to ordinary circum- 
stances the Memorialist is of the opinion that the governments of Liang 
Kiang, Fuhkien, and Chekiang should devise and fdrnish funds to make 
an experiment; or that honourable, titled, and wealthy merchants should 
be requested to issue shares and start the enterprize. Experienced 
chemists should be employed to explain and find out the best methods 
of assaying; so that steel and iron may be speedily produced in order to 
meet all requirements. The fact is that mining and the manufacturing 
of ships and guns always go together. Now as a Minister Plenipotentiary 
for Coast Defence is to be appointed, all guns, ships, mines, foundries 
and ammunitions should be placed under his sole management; for thus 
duties can be performed in a more expeditious manner. The memorialist 
proposes to request the Throne, as soon as a proper man is appo nted to 
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be Minister of board of Marine, to abolish the office of High Com. 
missionership in the Foochow Arsenal, and to allow the Minister to 
select a man to fill the post in the Arsenal with the approval of Their 
Majesties. The Arsenals of the other provinces are also to,be under the 
Minister's general direction, so that there may be uniformity in every 
measure set, on foot. 

V.— Funds must be generally devised. The Memorialist perceives 
that in forming the naval squadrons the expenses ueoessary must be 
enormous. The yearly expenditure will be about three or four millions, 
Now our Treasury is in an embarrassed condition, and unless all China 
exert itself to bring forth its combined resources it is impossible to carry 
outthr plan. The first method of devising funds is to reduce the army. 
If we decrease the regular army by six-tenths, several millions can be 
gained. If one-tenth of the funds for recruiting soldiers were reserved. 
it would bring in hundreds of thousands. Moreover taxes on foreign 
(goods ? or opium?) can be inoreased, and gun-junks along the coast can 
be done away with ; this increase on the one hand and abolition on the 
other will result in procuring hundreds of thonsands—even millions. 
May it please Their Majesties to instruct the Boards of Revenue and War 
to find out what are the present income and expenses, and what these 
would be after the reductions in the different branches of service are 
made and how much funds can be devised thus, so that the yearly ex- 
penses for Administration of the Coast Defence may be fixed ; which sums 
should be considered as the revenue of the Board, and no province be 
permitted to be short in its remittance. The various provinces in year. 
ly subsidizing the arsenals and in purchasing foreign goods and foreign 
materials (for military and naval purposes) expend several tens of thou- 
sands. Whatever can be economized out of these every year shuld be 
handed over to the Minister of the Board of Marine, who is to render an 
account of his expenditures to the Throne. a? 

VI.—Railroads must be modelled and built. In foreign countries, 
trade is the backbone of the State, and China is different from them in 
condition and circumstances. But railroads are built by the merchanis, 
military movements are benefitted by the roads. Transportation is faci- 
litated and made expeditions, and wherever the railroad extends there 
benefits accrue. Before the railroads were made, many hindrances were 
thrown in their path, but when once they came into existence, the peo- 
ple on that account grew rich; countries became powerful; and goods 
imported were multiplied. That there is every advantage and no detri- 
ment is only too obvious. The comments of the masses are multifarious, 
but there is no necessity to argue with them and explain everything. As 
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the Analects have it, * The people can be made to follow, but cannot be 
convinced.” Take for instance the telegraph and stenm.navigntion, 
things China never had before ; yet once they are initiated they become 
indispensable. If railways are introduced, the benefits that will be 
derived are of still wider scope. The Memorialist is of opinion that the 
first railroad should be laid from Tungchow to Ching-kiang-fu ,so as to 
connect the pivots of the north and south. Transportation being made 
easy, the trade will become brisk; military movements being rendered 
expeditious, the army may be reduced to a great degree. Besides. the 
cost of the road is only several millions; if shares are purchased be manh- 
darins and merchants to make this road as an experiment, the plan can 
be carried into execution. Moreover it interferes in no respect with the 
country or the livelihood of the people. When this road is a success it 
can be extended. A railroad for the north west is especially inevitable 
in the future. The Memorialist proposes that as soon as the Minister for 
the Board of Marine is appointed, he is to be instructed to deliberate 
upon the subject, to devise methods for raising funds, to draw up pro- 
posals for carrying the plan intó execution, and finally to report every- 
thing to the Throne. 

V1I.—The ambition of the students must be encouraged. The 
Government, in selecting students, consider of the first importance 
morals and accomplishments; for morals are the motive principle, and 
accomplishments are for action. In the year previous, Pan Yen-tung 
memorialised the Throne to start a special examination for students who 
study arts and crafts, and the Memorialist, obeying a Decree, deliberated 
in unison [with Pan] and framed a circular to the effect that [Confucian] 
doctrine and arts or crafts are from the same origin and cannot be 
separated into two different dbjects ; so that able and talented men are to 
be had even among those who pursue the latter studies. Now the 
Memorialist, having some personal experience in seaboard affairs and hav- 
ing made minute inquiries in all matters, is of the idea that not only such 
a college as the one proposed by Li Hung-chang where naval and mili- 
tary men ean study polytechnics, manufactures, geography, and laws, so 
as to combine morals with accomplishments, should be opened, but it is 
also necessary to start a Government school and to frame regulations in 
accordance with which scholars may be enabled to advance themselves. 
Foreign books are to be translated and carefully written out. The stu- 
dents and people are to be instructed so that they can teach each other. 
Then ability and talent will be inexhaustible. The best methods to be 
adopted to carry out this project will be proposed by the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary for Coast Defence. 


(Prom Tung Chow, near l'eking, South 600 


miles to Ching-Kiang-fu, near Nanking 


along the Imperial Canal), 
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The Memorialist hnmbly awaits the Imperial decision on these 
seven propositions.—N,. C. Daily News. Daily Press, 12th, October, 1885. 


THE LAST DYING WORDS OF TSO TSUNG-T'ANG. 
From the Hong Kong Duily Press of the 13th October, 1585. 


The N. C. Daily News translates the following documents :-- 

May it please your Majesties !—Your Majesties’ gracious favours 
unrequited, your servant, sick unto death, utters these valedictory words, 
and implores that the Sacred Glance may deign to rest thereon. 

Your servant, finding his bodily ailments increasing daily, besought 
an extension of furlough for the purpose of restoring his health. This 
was granted him on the 25th of the 7th moon, and he prepared forthwith 
a Memorial of Thanks, at the same time handing over to Yang Ch'ang. 
chün his Imperial Commissioner’s seal and the business connected with 
the various military departments under his control. Then he would 
have started upon his homeward journey ; but within a couple of days 
or so severe pains in the loins came on, making it troublesome for him 
either to sit or stand. His hands and feet were numbed; hot phlegm 
rose in his throat ;—he knew that the end was come. i 

Your servant, a poor scholar of books, first attracted the atten- 
tion of His Gracious Majesty the Emperor Hsien Féng, and has hell 
important posts under three successive reigns. He bas assisted at the 
deliberations of the Privy Council; he has been Commander-in-Chief of 


: the army. Were his corpse to be rolled in a horse's skin, he could not 


complain that he had not received his due. But now, when pesce or 
war in Annam means the weakness or strength of China,® and when 
your servant, travelling southwards, has to this date not once engaged in 
conflict with the foe, and made manifest the might of our arms, he feels 
a grief in life that will prevent him from closing his eyes in death.t 

Overwhelmed with Imperial kindness, 'tis but a year that your 
servant took leave of your Majesties; and now be can never again set 
eyes upon the Divine Countenance, but must wait until, as a dog or a 
horse, he may discharge his debt in the life to come.+ Now he is but a 
bird which sings a sadder strain as death draws near. 

At present, when peace has just been inade in the regions of the 
west,§ Japan is seeking to th” ist herself upon us, and the various na- 
tions of Europe watch round us like glaring beasts. Unless we make a 
great and united effort to close the stable ere the steed be gone; unless 
we keop our mugwort on hand ready for use, f| —in the event of further 
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trouble arising we shall become weaker, and less able to make an effort, 
until at length we shall not even be able to attain the point at which we 
are to-day. Therefore let your Majesties, out of the deliberations of the 
high officers on the matter of coast defence, come to a rapid decision. 
Let railways, and mines, and the construction of ships and guns be un- 
dertaken at once, as. a means of insuring our national prosperity and 
strength, At the same time, inasmuch as understanding is at the root of 
all undertakings, let your Majesty the Emperor attend with more and more 
diligence to the study of our Sacred Books. Be not remiss even in the 
smallest matter. Daily associate with men of principle, and listen to their 
counsels, Take what is not absolutely to be spent at the moment, and 
apply it to the wants of national defence. Be sparing in every-day life, 
that there may be a fund for circumstances unforeseen. Let the Em. 
peror and his Ministers strive with one accord in what is right to secure 
what is right, and your servant will seem in the day of his death to be 
born again into life. 

With gasping breath and flowing tears your servant humbly speaks 
these words, which are copied down to be submitted to careful considera- ` 
tion under your Majesties’ mirror-like glance. l 


& That is, if China wants to be strong she must fight. 

+ As the Chinese believe is the case when any one passes away dis- 
satisfied either with himself or others. 

j That is, when born again into the wor]d of mortals. A good in- 
stance of the manner in which Buddhist superstitions are bound up in 
the thoughts even of the greatest statesmen. 

§ Annam. l 

€] For purposes of cauterization, for which it has’ to be prepared. 
From a passage in’ Mencius. ] 


From the China Mail of 10th October, 1885. 


While the Imperiai favour to me remained still unrequited I was 
overtaken by severe sickness, and having obtained permission to retire, 
it only remained for me to hand over my high responsibilities to the 
Viceroy Yang Chang-sun. Having done this, I should have taken my 
departure, but for two days I have been unable to move from extreme 
pain and weakness. Here now, on my death-bed, I call to mind the 
gracious consideration bestowed upon me, an insignificant scholar, by 
his Imperial Majesty, granting me audiences and entrusting me with im- 
portant missions, and subsequent favours received up to the time of my 
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last appointment to command in the South, where alas, though ready to 
die in defence of my country, I cannot boast of any brilliant success! 
And now my opportunity of beholding the Imperial countenance and of 
rendering such menial service as befits me, are gone as far as the pre. 
sent life is concerned. But as the last words of a dying man, 1 gay, 
Now that peace has just been restored with the West, and that the ea- 
ger and expectant eyes of all European nations are ‘turned Eastward, 
if China does not repair her defences, before another outbreak of hostili. 
ties, but becomes as she must weaker and weaker, the day will come 
when her salvation will be impossible. I beseech Her Majesty the Em. 
press and His Majesty the Emperor, in conference with the Ministers on 
measures of national defence, to lose no time in ordering the immediato 
construction of railways, opening of mines, and building of ships of war, 
so as to develop the wealth and strength of the Empire. Everything 
depends on constancy of purpose. I say also let the Emperor give more 
diligent attention to learning, and self-rectification, let him listen always 
to honest counseis, let him curtail unnecessary expenses and economise 
useful wealth, to meet the needs of the Army and of these hard times. 
Above and below let there be one heart; and in all things seek reality. 
On this my dying day, I am as I was in my living years. With sighing 
and tears, yet with care and deliberation, I send up this, humbly peti- 
tioning their Majesties to give it their sacred regard. 
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HONGKONG DAILY PRESS 
EXTRA FOR AMERICAN MAIL. 


HONGKONG, 24TH APRIL, 2 P.M. 


VISIT OF THE AMERICAN MINISTER 
TO CANTON. 
CON ae ee 
CANTON, 23rd April, 1886. 

His Excellency Colonel Denby, United States 
Ministér to China, on his tour of the ports, ar- 
rived here on the afternoon of the 16th instant 
in the midst of stormy weather that lasted seve- 
ral days of excessive wet that had barely admitted 
of interchanges of courtesy but for the persever- 
ance of Mr. Consul Seymour, whose guest he 
was. But, at length the clouds were rifted and 
the sombre aspect over city and suburbs no 
longer obstructs the flow of intercourse. Yester- 
day, Colonel Denby visited His Excellency the 
Viceroy, accompanied by the Commanders of the 
U. S. men-of-war Marion aud Monocacy, and 
their suites, as well as by the Chinese Secretary 
of the Legation (Mr. Cheshire), and the Consul; 
and was entertained at a banquet of about forty 
courses, lasting several hours. To-morrow, the 
Viceroy will pay the return visit to the United 
States Minister at the Consulate and partake of 
luncheon there. Thus the ice that has been 
rather thick between the distant Viceregal Yamén 
and Shameen during the past two years, is 
yielding to the genial rays of clearer skies; and 
we may well congratulate the American Minister 
that the happier auspices of his advent in the 
"Wide South" hae produced the salutary 


change. 
E, P. U. 
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Ghe Ghina tiai. 


HONGKONG, TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1886. 


Canton. 
(From our Correspondent). 
Canton, April 24th, 1886. 
To-day has been marked asa red letter 
day of H. E. Cheung Chi Hing’s regime 
The last 
of a series of dinners in honour of the 


as Viceroy of the Two Kwangs. 


American Minister's visit to Canton was 
' given by our genial and-energetic American 
We have had fre- 


quent occasion to comment on Consul 


; Consul, Mr Seymour. 


Seymour's good services on the part of 


foreign residents here and his earnest efforts 
to promote cordiality and good will between 
the Chinese and foreigners generally. 

In conformity with instructions received 
from the United States Government the 
Hon. Charles Denby, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiony to China, is 
making a tour of inspection of the U. S. 
Consulates and the Treaty porta in China. 

Owing to the fact that Canton is one of 
the oldest and most populous as well as one 
of the most opulent vities in the Empire, 
and also because the larger proportion of 

| Chinese in the United States oome from 

the Canton province, Col. Denby selected 
this port as the most important point at 
which to commence his tour. 

The U. S. Minister is conveyed on his 
mission by the U. S. S, Marion, which 


arrived at Whampoa on Friday, the 16th; 


inst., since which date Qol. Denby has been 
honoured by marked and generous atten- 
tions at Oanton by officials, representatives 
and residents of various nationalities, and 
also by the high Chinese Authorities. 

On Saturday evening, the 17th inst., Col. 
Denb:; met the.American missionaries at a 
dinner given by Con:ul Seymour at the 
U. S. Consulate. On Monday evening, the 
19th iust, Consul Seymour invited the 
Consular Corps of Canton, the Captains and 

i Officers of the U. S. S. Mari^n and U. S. S. 
| Monocacy, along with several ladies and 
i gentlemen, to meet Col. Denby, when about 
' forty guests sat down to dinner, 
On Tuesday evening, the officers of the 
; U, S, S, Monooacy entertained Col. Denby 
and several guests on board. 

On Thursday last H. E. the Viceroy gave 
the U. S. Minister a sumptuous feast of 
about four hours’ duration. 


entitle the Chinege to vie with the French 
in the onlinary art. The articles on the 
menu cards numbered upwards of forty. 

! On Friday the representative of that old 
‘and renowned family Howqua gave Col. 
Denby a banquet, after which the family 
gardens and the grounds connected with 
| the Honam temple were explored, 


The prepara- ' 
tion of the viands and their number well: 


; ness in his official duties. 


‘the foreign residents of this port and the 


| The festivities of the week closed to-day | 
with a magnificent return banquet at the , 
U. S. Consulate given by Consul Seymour, ` 
when H.E. the Viceroy returned the. 
American Minister's visit. His Excellency 
the Viceroy was attended by H.E. the Salt 
Commissioner, General Wong, Messrs Tsai, 
Kwong, interpreters &c., in the Viceroy’s 
Yamen. 

Chinese soldiers were drawn up in order 
on the East bridge on Shameen and along 
the bund, and a blast from_ trumpets res- 
ponded to the beating of large gongs which 
announced His  Excellency's approach. 
Guards of honcur consisting of soldiers and 
marines from both the American ships were 
drawn up in front of the U. S. Consulate. 
A salute of seventeen guos was fired from 
the U. S. S. Monocacy both on the Vice- 
roy's arrival and departure. The band 
from the Monocacy played selections of 
music during the repast. Besides those 
mentioned above there were present Mini- 
ster Denby, General Cheshire, Chinese 
Secretary of the U. $S. Legation; Mr 
Gideon Nye, U. S. Vice-Consul ; and the 
Captains and officers from both the Ameri- 
can ships. " 

Col. Denby is accompanied on his expedi- 
tion by ex-Consul General Cheshire whose 
knowledge of the Chinese language and | 
customs eminently fit him for great useful- 


We heartily congratulate Minister Denby : 
and Consul Seymour on the very marked : 
snccess of the visit, and weareconvinced that | 


American Community in particular have , 
contracted a very large debt of gratitude to 
Consul Seymour for ensuring such success 
to the week’s proceedings. 

The visit of Col. Denby is most timely 
and appropriate. The foreign officials at 
Canton and all interested in securing more 
intimate relations with the Chinese Autho- 
rities are to be congratula'ed upon the 
success of Col. Denby's visit. It is to be 
hoped that such international courtesies as 
we have witnessed this week may lead to 
more geni») intercourse between native and 

1 iP i8. . 
MS S tus on the American Minister 
the Vice. ; ..lied upon the representatives 
of other nations on Shameen. 


| 


The visits of the British and French 
P ` deem nd nt Sthaim. di eom E 
Consuls aze rétürucu ät witout Uiperouv 


yamens in the city. The Viceroy therefore 
did not call at the British Consulate. 
Canton, Sunday Evening. 

On Friday evening, the 23rd instant, 
H. B. M. Consul gave an elegant dinner in 
honour of Col. Denby's visit. There were 
present the Consuls and representatives of , 
various nationalities, several officers from i 


the U. 8. S. Monocacy and the Captain of 
the Austrian S. S. Nautilus. 
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pg Canton correspondent comments with 
oe severity upon the apparent break-up 
the Mutual Protection arrangement en- 
red into by the naval authorities of the 
pred States, Germany, Great Britain, and 
her Powers, and which existed during 
e Franco-Chinese reprisals. He tells us 
a the European residents at Cauton 
y wach exercised in mind and feeling at 
bat appears to be an act of discourtesy 
ithe part of the English Admiral (ur 
fe Commodore) towards the United States, 
‘jelusing to relieve the U. S. gunboat 
lowucy for a few days at that port. We 
curse give publicity to this remon- 
race from the City of Rams, and do so 
w more readily, because it is stated that 
je application far an English war-vessel 
nanated from H. B.M. Consul there. Even 
ppesing that the idea of combined pro- 
ction has been abandoned, it seems to be 
\ly exercising a reasonable precaution, all 
jewustances considered, to have & British 
inbuat at Canton when no other ‘vessel of 
British interests 
mainly predominate there, as,they do 
tewhere in China ; and it is unlikely that 
British Consal would recommend the 
patch of an English gunboat if no neces- 
ty existed for its presence, There is rea- 
jn to believe that the despatch-vessel 
Wilau! was to have relieved the U. S. S. 
foweacy to-morrow, although this inten- 
on may have to be changed on account of 
i mishap which has happened to the Al- 
tus while that vessel was assisting the 
wounded steamer Dafila. The gun-vessel 
"idge left this afternoon in ordgr to give 
sistance to the Albatross ; and as the Sap- 
4m and Merlim are beiog refitted, the 
wilant will now be the only vessel avail- 
Je for any special duty. It thus appears 
Bt the Senior Naval Officer here had 
wn making arrangements to protect 
titish (and other) interests at Canton, 
it whether or not those arrangements 
buld be properly described as ‘relieving 
e Muweacy’ would depend upon the 
eakt-up or otherwise of the mutual pro- 
tton agreement before referred to. Of 
urse, the policy of the Admirals has in- 
Tably been to keep the smaller ports 
tntily supplied in the way of protection. 
* can hardly think that the tone of the 
mmodore's reply could have ever been 
ended to be discourteous to any one 
Reerned ; and we must await further 
ormation ere we express an opinion 


"hM the Naval authorities on that 
ant, i ‘ 


mr is stationed there. 
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TUE PRUTZCTION OF FOREIGN 
INTERESTS IN CANTON. 
( Prom. our Correspondent. ) 
Canton, May 16. 
The foreign community in Canton has 
been somewhat astonished by an act of in- 


-| ternational discourtesy which almoststaggers 


one’s faith to believe. Happily such acts 
are infrequent. The circumstances of the 


present case, when viewed in the light of 


‘| the past few years, are so aggravated that 


‘| we would fain hope some misrepresentation 


has been made. But they are such as to 
preclude any such hope. 

It appears that the U.S.S. Monocacy, 
which is at present in Canton, is in need of 
repairs, and Commander Glass wished to 
transfer some invalided and time-expired 
offivers and men to the U.S.S. Trenton, 


which ship is on her way home. Com- 
mander Glass also desired to procure a few 
guns and some ammunition stores from the 
Trenton. With a view to these things, 
Commander Glass asked, through H. B.M. 
Consul, if a British gunboat could be sent 
up to relieve him for a few days until he 
attended to the above matters. Commo- 
dore Morant, acting, we presume, in ac- 
cordance with instructions from Vice Ad- 
miral Vesey Hamilton, wrote in reply what 
was practically a refusal or worse than a 
refusal. True he promised that a boat 
would be sent for a few days, but 
supplemented his promise in such a 
manner that deprived it of any gra- 
ciousness, stating as he did that the 
gun-vessel’s stay in Canton or recall 
to Hongkong would be irrespective of 
the return to Canton of the U. S. Monocacy 
or any other ship of war. Commodore 
Morant goes on to say that any British ship 
of war henceforth visiting Canton will come 
for the protection of British interests only. 
That the British navy is ostensibly kept 
to protect British interests only, no one 
will question ; butin view of the history of 
past few years, we can conceive of nothing 
more ungrateful and ungracious than the 
above sentiments. If no British interests 


existed in Canton, we could better under- |. ' 


stand the remarks. 

During the greater part of the time that 
has elapsed since the riots of Sept. 10th 
1883, the foreign community of Canton has 
been under obligation to the American gun- 
boata for protection and security. We recall 
with pleasure and gratitude the prolonged 
visits of the U. S. S. Palos, Monocacy, Ju- 
niata, Esssec, Enterprise, and Alert, besides 
those of the larger ships the Richmond and 
Marion, which could only come as far as 
the barriers. The Alert has been here 
twice, both visits combined extending over 
a space of ten months, and the Monocacy 
has been here three times, making nltoge- 
thera period of over ten months. During the 
same time, viz., from Sept. 1883, we have 
seen of H. B. M. squadron the Swift, Espoir, 
Daring, Merlin, Esk, and the Midge, which 
have paid us flying visits, one or two (as 
the Daring and Swift) staying a month or 
two. The rest of the time the majurity of 
British gua-vessels have been pleasantly 
enjoy ng themselves in the cool and braoing 
North, whilst the American gunboats have 
been left in the hot and enervatiug South 
to look after their own and British interests. 
In the face of these facts can it be won- 
dered at that the Community of Canton are 


more than astonished that an insignificant 
request for a few days’ relief should be met 
inthe manner above, indicated. The fact 
that the Chinese Government will rejoice 

t the opportunity presented for playing 
the U.3. Government against the British 
fovermnent on the diplomatie ehess-board 
sa small matter but we certainly think 
hat tho services rendered by the US, 
quadron whilst the British squadcon was 
sizing Port Hamilton and watching the 
movements of the Russian fleet called for a 
nore courteous and grateful response. 

It can easiiy be shown that British in- 
vrests in Canton predominate, and that 
"n virtue of Canton being so near to 
Hongkong, Hongkong depending so much 
»n Canton and the temperament of the 
Jantonese, the constant presence of a gun- 
boat is an absolute necessity. We know 
Admiral Hamilton and Commodore Morant 
have for some timo been of a different 
opiuiou, but we who kuow more of the 
Cantonese and the history of the past three 
years feel that our opinion is the correct 
"ne. 

"he reply to the request of Commander 
Glass, which reply, we suppose, emanates 
ram Adiniral Hamilton, contrasts very 
strangely with the remarks made by Admiral 
Dowell at the City Hall on\November Gth 
1885, when a farewell ball, supper, and 
presentation were given in honour of that 
much-respected Naval Officer. Admiral 
Dowell them-stated that he desired to take 
ulvantage of the opportunity presented to 
suy a few words in recognition of the great 
courtesy he had received from the officers 
commanding the squadrons belonging to 
those powers which had joined with the 
British in a convention to protect neutral 
interests at the Treaty Ports duriug the 
late Franco-Chinese troubles.  Mentioning 
the names of the various Admirals and Com- 
manders associated with him, Sir William 
paid special compliment to Adm ral Davia, 
of the U. S. Navy, saying that the crisis in 
Foochow, when the mandarins had lost al- 
most all control on the Chinese, passed 
without any loss of life or property. This 
Sir William attributed in à great measure 
to the cool judgment of Adm:ral D vis, of 
the U. S. Navy, and Captain Powlett of 
H.M.S. Champion. Will Admiral Hamilton 
when he leaves the China Station leave be- 
hind him as g od a report of his courteous 
demeanour towards oflicers of other Navies, 
or will he be able to echo Admiral Dowell’s 
sentiments respectiny the courtesy he has 
received from those officers ? 


Mary 47,48 G6. 
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A CANTON correspondent writes under date the 
15th inst. :一 As the United States frigate Trenton 
is shortly expected at Hongkong the commander 
of the Afonacacy, at present stationed here, was 
desirous of taking his vessel down to your port 
for about a week in order to transfer a number 
of officers and men, as well as a quantity of 
stores, &c., to the Trenton, which is homeward 
bound. Application was accordingly made 
through the British consul that a British gun- 
boat should be sent up from Hongkong to take 
the Monacacy's place for a few days, the latter 
being the only foreign man-of-war now in Can- 
ton. A reply to this application was received 

esterday from the Naval authorities at Hong- 
kong to the effect that the despatch vessel 
Vigilant would shortly proceed to Canton, but 
that her arrival and departure would have 
nothing to do with the movements of a man of 
war belonging to any other country, and further 
that she would only look after the interests of 
British subjects. This anything but diplomatic 
reply bas caused a considerable amount of 
more or less acrimonious discussion here, and it 
certainly seems a strange breach of international 
courtesy, particularly as the American war ships 
bave been been at all times most ready to afford 
every possible protection to the subjects of any 
European nation.—A telegram was received 
here a few days ago from Mr. Fulton, an 
American missionary at Kwongsui, stating that 
his house had been burned down. As yet it is 
not known how this happened. 
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AN AMERICAN GRIEVANCE. - 
————— ‘ 
‘SCARCELY a day passes but we read of 
combinations, of à more or less serious 
nature, directed against British trade ín 
one or another part of the world. The 
indifference or callousness of Joun Burr 
in.the matter has become proverbial, and 
not content with contemptuous disregard 
of glaring facts the situation is becoming 
more intensified by the stupidity and 
blungering of those officials whose duty it 
is to guard and protect the nation's 
interests. Take the recent case of the 
U. S. S. Monocacy for an example of 
how a trifling . matter of courtesy can 
be "raised to grave proportions by a 
thoughtless act, which it required but a 
modicum of commonsense to avert. The 
facts of the matter have already been 
, mentioagil in our columns; suffice it to say 
that the frigate 7réivon, the flagship of the 
American Admiral, touched here on her 
3 home wasg voyage, and the Commander of 
the U. S. S: Monocacy, which vessel is on 
guard off the foreign concession at Canton 
deeming it expedient in order to exchange 
reliefs and receive stores, &c., from the 
Trenton, to bring the Monacacy to Hongkong, 
courteously informed the senior British 
Naval Officer here, through the British 
Consul, of his intention and requested as a 
favor that a British gunboat might be sent 
up for a few days, so that proper protection 
could be afforded the foreign community 
at Shamien during his temporary absence, 
In return, Captain Grass and the’ United 
States Navy received from the hands of 
Commódore Morant about às ungracious 
and purposeless a snub as it is possible 
to conceive, being coolly told that 
British war vessels ip China were employed 
only to "afford  protecfion to British 
subjects. “Apart from the inexcusable 
, want of tact displayed. is thie. statement 


correct in fact? Are not war-~~s 
all eivilieed. cauntries understood to afford 


“pUULUUT-to-theoas in dins 一 no “8 他 Brdless of 
nationality? If we are mistaken In this, 
we should like to be put right, and also to be 
informed, as England boasts of leading the 
vanguard of civilisation, how this dictum of 
Commodore MogANT is to be reconciled by 
any civilised standard whatever! If the 
actions of the United States Admiral 
and his officers during the. recent 
crisis in th part of the world, 
so manfully acknowledged by Admira] 
Sir WILLIAX Dower at the celebration 
given in his honour at the City Hall, 
were not considered sufficient - to "earn 
the gratitude of Englishmen, they had 
only to recall the 25th of June 1859, when 
Commodore TATNALL came to the rescue 
of -a British- force in dire distress, the 
gallant American's own coxswain being 
killed by his side. Strange as it may 
.|3eem, Commodore Moran, if we mistake 
not,,was present on that occasion, and 
the remembrance of such an heroic action 
should have influenced him in his dealings 
with his colleagues of the United States 
Navy ;.at..al]..events it, ld have | 
prevented him from administering an | 
unmerited if not offensive. snub to those 
who were only asking for that courtesy 
which under likecircumstances they would 
have readily shown. We understand the 
instincts of the naval service sufficiently to 
feel sure that neither Admiral HaxILTON, nor 
Commodore Morant would” intentionally 
offer insult to the officers of a sister nation, 
but explain the fact as one may, thera ti 


y 
+] remains that bý gome careless blunder in ' 
a trifling matter of courtesy, an amount of 
soreness and ill feeling has been generated 
which it will take much to oyercome. 
E this should occur at a moment when | 
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